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reasonable course which will stand square
with the constituencies.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: The lines of the 1910
Act eould he followed.

Hen. J. CORNELL: If the Bill is on the
lines I have indicated, I do not think tbeve
will be any opposition to it in this Chamber.

Hon, W. T. Glasheen: Tt means that two
Couneil zeats will be brought down to Perih.

flon. J. CORXELL: XNot at all.

hon. ¥, 1. Harris: Obviously vou wil’
not be able {o retain what vou have.

Ilon. 4. CORNELL: Yes, so far as is
reasonably possible. At present there arz
three provinces in the metropolitan districts,
four in the country districts, including
Central. which is partly pastoral, two in
what 15 now ealled mining and pastoral, and
one in the North. T submit that with every
degree of justice those provinees could he
adjusted on the quetas already applied in
the case of the Assembly, Any Administra-
tion bringing down a Bill off its own bai
will be only looking for trouble. 1f a Com-
mission was necessary to readjust the As-
sembly electorates, it is equally necessary
for the adjustinent of the boundaries of
provinces. The Diill of the Mitchell Govern-
wment did the work in a manner with which
no fault was found. In the provinece which
vou, Mr. President, and I represent, that
wmeasure left only three Assembly seats. I
trust the Government will at an early date
liring down a Bill delegatine the work to a
Commission.  The Commission that re-
distributed the As<embly seats: conld redis-
tribnte Conneil seats on a similar basis, In
that case 1 do not think the Bill will have
any diticully I passing this Chamber, 1
support the motion for the adoptien of the
Addres-in-reply.

(m motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, debate
e jowimed.

Honse adjourned af 5.31 pm.
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The SPPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CROSSINGS,
SIGNALS AND HEADLIGHTS.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Railwags: 1, In view of the grave danger
to road traffic which exists in connection
with Albany Road-Maddington, and other
crossings, will he give consideration in the
forthecoming Estimates to the provision of
efficient winming signals? 2, Is it proposed
to extend the equipment of electric head.
lights to all loeomotives?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, The yuestion of the best method
of dealing with level crosrings is now under
consideration. 2, At present 150 engines
have heon fitted with electric headlights and
anotlicr 60 lights are on order,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.
Debate resumed from the 8th Awugust.

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [4.36]: Tt has
heen mentioned earlier in the debate thot
the Government are somewhat fortunate. [
consider they are fortunate not because of
the reasons which have been advaneed from
the apposite side of the House, but in the
roression of a personnel capable of pro-
ducine such splendid results for the Stale
as a whale as have heen produced during
the past live vears,

ITon. Sir James Mitehell:
that!

My, CORBOY: I am fquite eapable of ve-
peating it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Govern-
ment propaese to flood my electorate with
live hundred workers.

AMr. CORBOY: The Leader of the Op-
position is endeavouring to make eapital,
hecause no doubt to-morrow his interjection

Just repeat
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will read quite seriously in the newspapers.
Fagetious remarks made in the Mouse do
1ot seem & bit facetions when published on
the following morning. The Leader of the
Opposition is trying to get in an inter-
jeetion which he means to be facetious, but
whieh tg-morrow will read as an assertion
that the (fovernment are going to flood his
electorate with workers,

Hon. {+. Tayler: We have that on the
word of the Alinister lor Mines.

Mr. CORBOY: The member for Mi.
Margaret is attempting to bolster up his
Leader in this matter, which is just a little
Joke among ourselves.

Hon. . Taylor: It is serious.

Mr. Sampson: The Minister for Mines
Iis not withdrawn it yet.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. CORBOY : No, the Minister hus noi
withdrawn it.

The Minister for Mines: I have nothing
1o withdraw,

Mr. CORBOY:
Swan (Mr. Sampsou)} credit for sufficient
sense not fo desire a withdrawal,

Mr. Sampson: It will remain on utter-
ance of the Minister.

Mr. CORBOY: T have no doubt that some
hon. memhers opposite will endeavour to
nalke use of that remark during the elee-
tions. Doubtless pamphlets will be issued
next March asserting that the Minister for
Mines had said the Government would
stoop to the bnseness of flooding the elee-
torate of the wmemher for Northam with
live or six hundred workers,

Mr. Sampson: Tt has heen stated in the
House.,

Mr. CORBOY: T faney the hon, member
interjeeting would be a great deal more dis-
turbed had he thought that the remark was
really meant and that it applied to the Bwan
olectorate. The tone of the whole debaie
s0 far has shown that the Opposition find
it extremely diffieult to discover anvthing
on whivh they can base a case.

Heon. Sir James Mitchell: You are sup-
norting the Government. Tell us what they
have done,

M. CORBOY: In due course I may pos-
sibly have snmething to say about what the
fiovernrient have done, have not done, and
shonld have done. After mext March the
T.eader of the Opposition will not find either
the member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert)
or my«elf un his side of the Honse. One

1 give the member fo:
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of us will certainly continue to represent
that district, and he will continue to support
the Government,

Hon. 8ir James Mitcheli: You are as bad
as the Minister for Mines.

Mr. Thomson : There is nothing like being
an optimist.

Mr. CORBUY : Few people are as optim-
istic as my friend’s eandidate, who thinks
ie can come from the neighbourhood and
make himself sufliciently popular against
both the member for Coolgardie and myself,
in the short time available, to win the seat
tor the Country Party. T rather wish io
say something

Mr. Thomson:
g so far?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. CORBOY: Inreply to the member for
Katanning, I would have said what I wanted
to say but for his interjections and those
of one or two other members who do not
find my remarks palatable. The Opposition
are in an extremely difficult position, being
faced with the diffieulty of dressing their
windows for ihe elections in March. Bereft
of new material to put in the windows
themselves, they are left without the op-
portunity of saying that the other fellow’s
stufl is no good.

Mr. Sampson: It is syathetic.

Mr. Thomsen: Tt is not pure wool.

My, CORBOY : Possibly not. If the mem-
her for Katanning wants to take me onm, [
shall have something to say about the in-
iquity of selection ballots in his district.
He may be amused by it. While we give
the rank and file of our movement the op-
portunity to deeide who shall be leaders
of the movement, who shall govern it, we
look with the sreatest abhorrence on a sel-
ection such as the hon. member’s own, in
which a small eoterie of seven fellows from
the hush, friends or otherwise of the hon.
memmber, presumed to say on behalf of
thirty branches that there shall be no op-
position o him. Those fellows from the
bush decided that it would be improper to
oppos: {be Tender of the Country Party at
this juneture, and thst for the Katanning
scat there shall be only one Country Party
eandidate. Yo one knows better than we
do on this side of the Chamber the iniqni-
ties of the selection ballot system. We are
logking for something hetter, but have not
been able to find it yet. However, T ¢an
assure the hon. member that we would not

What have you been do-
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dream of stooping to the depth to which
his Party have descended in deciding that
he shall be the only candidate for Katan-
ning.

Mr. Brown: That hus nothing to do with
your Party.

Mr. CORBOY: It is beginning fo sting.
The hon. member now interjecting does not
like it either. Would he cave for a dose of
medieine also?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. CORBOY: I should not have been
led away in this manaer, Sir, but for the
interjections from members of what
has been termed the spring onion
ecorner. When those hon. members
set about lecturing the Labour Party
on the morals of party government and ou
the morals of the Lahour movement, they
should bear in mind that at any rate we do
give the rank and file of our party the right
to sy whether or noi we shall represent
them. Tha', will be the position, too, after
the general election. 1 for one shall, during
the election, make use of the fact that the
member for Kutanning must not be opposed,
and that the decision not to oppose him was
arrived ai in a certain way. I shall not go
behind his back to say that.

[Several interjections.]

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, CORBOY: The member for Katan-
ning says the srrangement is perfectly fair
and proper. 1 do not Jdoubt that under the
constitution of the Primary Producers’ As-
sociation that is the ease, as otherwise tha
devision could be upset,

Mr. Brown: Then why growl about it?

Mr. CORBOY: I am not growling about
it. I am growling about the fact, not that
that decision was arrived at, but that the
people willing to accept a decision arrived
at in those circumstances are the very peo-
ple who say our movement is rotten beeause
we give the rank and file power tqd say
whether or not a candidate shall be the
selected candidate.

Mr. Sampson interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order; There are alto-
gether too many interjections. T will ask
the hon. member who is speaking to address
himself to the Chair. Tf he requires pro-
tection from interjectors, the Chair wiil
grant it. I will ask other members to as-
sist the Chair in the orderly condnet of
the business of the Honse. T trust I need nat
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say any wmore. There are allogether two
many interjections, members, poseibly, re-
lying on the indulgence of the Chair, It is
a part of my duty to be indulgent, but [
shall have to take steps to preserve order
if there be n continuance of these interjec-
ticns,

Mr. CORBOY: 1 regret if per-
haps unconsciously I have been neglect-
ful of the observance of the rules
of the House and in particular those
rules applying to the proper -conduet
of debate. My escuse, of course, must be
that I was led away by interjections. I do
think that in the best intercsts of the State
as a whole, a continuance of the present Ad-
ministration is desirable. I say that because
at present we are involved in development
sehemes of A magnitude previously unknown
in this State, with the possible exception of
the group settlement scheme initiated by the
Mitchell Government, We all know that,
nnfortunately, the secheme initiated by that
Government for group settlement in the
South-West has involved the State in a la-
bility which I think has staggered most of
us. All of us who think seriously of what this
State has to econtend with in the future must
realise that the burden imposed by the de-
velopment of the South-West is one which
it will be extremely difficult for the State
to ecarry. T do not wunt the House to think
that in saying that I am erying stinking fish.
I am not. T am delighted to think the State
has done something that will give it a little
more economic freedomn from those people
overseas, or in the Eastern States, who ex-
port products to us. But I do think the
cost of freeing us from the importation of
dairy produets from the Eastern States has
heen =o large that we mizht well have post-
poned the development of the South-Wes!
to a tiwe when we could have had fully de-
velopnd the wheat and sheep portions of
Western Australia, so that we would have
heen more easily able fo earry the hurden
we shall bave to earry as the result of the
uctivities in the South-West, Let me put it
this way: I think the south-eastern purtion
of the State, the portion involved in the
3,000 farms scheme of the present Govern-
ment, shonld have heen proceeded with first,
Take the whele of the soath-eastern portion
ot the Stute stretching, say, from Geraldton
to Iisperance, a rough line marking out the
portion of the State I refer to. Had we
first developed the whole of the wheal ord
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sheep lands enclosed within thaft area, and so
had the utility of that development and the
taxation we would have been receiving and
the henefiis we would bave reaped from all
the settlers invelved in the development of
that portion of the country for sheep aud
wheat—had we had the whole of those rs-
sourees available first, we would have bsen
s0 much hetter able to tackle the problem of
developing the South-West and freeing our-
selves from the disahilities of imporung
dairy produre. So to speak, we have ot
tie eart before the horse, and have devel-
oped the wrong end first. However, we
have dune it and we now have to aceept wnat
fact.  The South-TWest, with its geoup
settlement srheme, is an accomplished fas,
and we are just entering on the other por-
tion of the seheme—the development of
3,500 farms, So I believe the Adminstra-
tion should be such that the development of
outr wheat and sheep lands will be com-
pleted in the shortest possible time, that the
utmost benefit may be made available to ihe
State from those areas. I believe also that
it is & case of more haste less speed. Dur-
ing my travels T have come to the conclusion
that we have rushed ahead with settlement
in that aren before there is any possibility
of ndequately providing the necessary facil-
ties for the setilers whom we have put out
there. 1 believe that with the very best will
in the world this or any other Government
would be «uite incapable of providing, with
the mtans ot their disposal, necessary facili-
ties tor the settlers and the settlemcnts
already put out in those arens. Tet me just
run out a list of eight settlements I know
of wherve the settlers have been actively en-
gared for various periods, ranging from a
minimum of some 18 menths up to, in the
case ol Karlgarin, I think, six years. The
member for Pingelly will correct me if T
al wrong.

Myr. Brown: More than that.
Mr. CORBOY: Bul T mean in astive
production. I should like just to menlion -

those eight scttlements and the distances
they are from the railway, in order to show
how slight their prospects arve of getling the
necessary faeilifies in the immediate future.
We have the miners’ scttlement south of
Southern Cross. The average distanece fromn
rail of those settlers is close on 30 miles.
I refer here to the srerinl settlement under
the Miners’ Phthisis Act. Then we have the
Dulyalbini settlers south-west of Southern
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Cross, some 25 jniles at least frum ihe
nearest rail. Then we have the settlers at
Holleton, a district that used to be known
in the mining industry as the Glenelg Hills.
Those settlers ave an average of 37 miles
fromn the rail. At Karlgarin the average
distanzee from rails is 52 miles. The people
there have been actively producing for the
past six years. Of course their railway bas
been authorised, but there is stiil no sign
of any active attempt to build it. At Lake
Carmody the settlers are at an average dis-
tance of G0 miles from the rails. At Lake
Barlee the average distance is again 60
miles; at Lake Camnm i is 45 miles, and at
Lake King it is 52 miles. There are eight
settlements, and the average distance from
rail for all of them is in excess of 30 miles.
We 2ll know that while the Karlgarin rail-
way has breen authorised, the others have
not. However, after all, that involves
only the putting of the necessary Bills
through Parliament. It is well known that
the Government have ounly the eyuipment,
engineering staff and so on, to build three
railway lines at a time. In every one of
the satilements T have mentioned, with the
exception of the miners’ settlement, which
is zoing in exclusively for fallowing this
vear, the settlers are already cropping.
This, while no provision has been made to
authorise a railway for any of them. And
even if the necessary railwavs were author-
ised, the Government could not build them
within the next year or two, for they have
only sufficient equipment and plant to build
three concurrently—and it takes many
months to build them.

Mr. Stubbs: What is wrong wilh calling
for tenders?

Mr. CORBOY: T ain not prepared to dis-
cuss that at the moment, for it is purely a
question of policy. The point is that the
settlers have been put out there hefore the
necessary facilities are provided. Take
Lake King. It may be said that I am per-
sonally interested in that distriet. T am,
becanse T happen {0 he one of the settlers
at Lake King. Some 90 per cent. of the
settlers at Take Iing have cropped this
season. AMany nf them have put in as much
as 400 acres each and one man, a neighbour
of mine, has put in 500 acres. And their
average distance from the rail is 32 miles.
They have not cven a railwax anthorised.

Mr. Thomson: It is a preity hopeless
proposition.
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Mr. CORBOY: This is not a personal
arievance with me, for I have not put in a
crop this year,’and i do not intend to crop
until T can see a reasonable chance to get
rid of my harvest. [ do not intend to at-
tampt to grow a erup ut a profit while 1
am 52 miles from a railway. Dut unfort-
unately 90 per cent. of the other settlers
have eropped, one putting in 300 ueres, a
number putting in 200 seres, and quite a
vonsiderable nmnber | vtting in 200 weves
or thereabouts this year. | have talked with
my urighbours and asked them what is the
wood of it to them. They say, “What are
we to do! We cannot continue to live un-
les- we produce something.”

Hon., G, Taylor: Ave they all 50 wiles
from a railway!

My, CORBOY: The average distance is
52 miles. The nearest one to the railway is
41 iles dixtant, and the farthest is, T think,
about 68 miles, Of course that is travelling
by the roads we must use. I do not
think they are =0 far from the railway by
airhine or as the ¢vow flies. While 1 am de-
lighted to know that the Government have
realised that the State can only be developed
effectively by opening wp all the wheat
and ~leep lands that we have available,
nevertheless [ think the settlers have been
put ont in those areas without the provi-
sion of proper transport facilities. For
the hLenefit of the Minister for Works, I
want (o say that for something like 18
months, or at all events for a considerable
time, hiz department had gangs of men out
at Lake King entting and forming 200
miles of roads. They could have eut off
32 miles of their transport distance for
stores on two trips a4 week, or 64 miles per
week, by first building a road across Lake
Kinz,  Instead of that, thev carted the
full i miles per week throughout the per-
tod oreupied in the cutting of 200 iailes
of road. The very last job they started
npon was the road aeross the lake. How-
ever, by that time winter was upon them,
the rains =et in, and =0 that roud cannot
be completed until next sammer. Tt eannot
he completed, although it is a five mile road
and thex have dune oll exeept 18 chains,
but because of thiul 18 chains the whole of
the -e.tler- Linve =till to ¢rver an exira 32
mile~ every tiin they make. Had the lake
road heen done first, it wonld not only
have cut oil that «distance for the settlers,
but would lave saved the department an
enormois amount of money in the earting
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tor the ganzs on the 200 miles of road on
the otiier side of the lake. I am not putting
thi= forward us a compiaint against the
Minister, bevause he could not be expected
to keep his firer on every little joh, bhut
I pul it to the Minister a» u hint that he
mighit bave inguiries made and if he does,
T think he will find =tinecne shoukd be yiven
2 rap over the konckles for the way that
job was handled. We have alse the de-
velopment that has heen undertaken by the
tGiovernment in the T'orvestania area, I
understand there are about 600 bloekx in
that area, and allowing a vers lenient mar-
gin, one would say the average distance
is at least 70 miles from rail. That area
has heen developed to the extent of ent-
ting 1oads tu every block. I do not know
wheiher that work has been completed, but
it was intended to complete 200 acres of
clearing and fallowing on each block in
antieipation of settlers going on to the
hloeks.

The Minister for Lands:
slupid was ever intended.

Mr. CORBOY: A considerable amount
of such work was done.

The Minister for Lands:
merely emergency work.

AMr. CORBOY : It may have been a mat-
ter of emergency to provide work, but
nevertheless a  considerable amount was
done in ihat direction. The Forrestania
area has to be settled. It is not intended
te cut roads and do all the other work
without puntting people on the land, and yet
we have all the other areas at present set-
tled 1o he served by rail tirst of
all. This avea, 70 miles from rail,
whichever way one may go, lhas also
to he settled, and some more definite
provision should have heen made so that
the people would know what they were go-
ing to gef in the way of transport facilities.

Mr. Mann: We understoed the matter was
only just being investigated.

My, CORBOY: I hope that the question
of railway facilities for those arens is not
just being investigated. In faet I am sure
that is not so.

Hon. (. Taylor: Tt is not finalised,

Mr, CORBOY: No. We are aware that
the (overnment are developing those areus
in conjunetion with the Commonwealth and
British Govermnents under the migration
ugrecment, and naturally it iy necessary to
arrive at a decision agreeable to the three

Nothing so

No, it was
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parties before anything definite ean be
done. We know it is sometimes very dif-
fienlt to frame proposals that will be ap-
proved by all the parties to an agreement
of that kind. Nevertheless, I believe it is
high time that the setilers who have Deen
put into those areas were informed exact-
ly where they stand in regard {o transport
and other faecilities, co that they could judge
their prospeects for the futnre.

Mr. Mann: Are the settlers
there?

My, CORBOY: Of course they are. Had
the hon. member been in his place a lit-
tle earlier, he would bave heard me say
that one settler has cropped 500 acres,
several settlers have cropped 400 acres and
a considerable number have cropped 200
aeres and more. Perbaps the hon. mem-
ber was veferring to the Forrestania area.
If so, I might inform him that that land
has not yet been thrown open for selec-
tion.

Hon. G. Taylor: Some of it has been
cleared, has it not?

Me. CORBOY: Yes.

The Minister for Lands:
only cuit down.

Mr, CORBCY: Might 1 say, without zo-
ing into detail, that I hope the experience
of the settlers with regard to the ecutting
down that has been done at Forrestania wull
not be similar to that of the Newdegate set-
tlers of the cutting down there. I am
afraid that they will have the same experi-
ence. | wmet men in Perth who had been
engaged in the work of cutting down, and
they told me that they bad deliberately
hoodwinked the bank inspector about the
manner in which the cutting down had been
done. Stumps were not sapped and so on.
I told them they were not men at all if
they had been guilty of that sort of thing.

The Minister for Lands: Was that at
Forrestania?

Mr, CORBOY: Yes. I am merely 1o-
peating what they told me, and let me ve-
peat what I said to them. I said, “Youn
are not men at all and youn are not giving
the country a fair deal. Yon have no right
to constderation from the present or any
other Government in the matter of work
if you do that sort of thing, because you
are not playing the game by the Govern-
ment, the conntry or the settlers whe will
take wp that land.” T sineerely hope it did

already

Not cleared.

25

ot happen, but I teel sure it did happen,
because men who had been working down
there told me of it and I told ihem plainly
what I thought of them.

Hon. G, Taylor: They were not foreign-
ers, were they?

Mr. CORBOY: No, untortunately. The
hon. member asked about foreigners. I
do not doubt for a moment that at the
next election the question of foreigners will
be used as a red herring across the trail, but
let me say that some 300 acres of my block
have been cleared and not one tree has
heen chopped down by a foreigner.

Hon. G. Taylor: You did not chop them
down.

Mr. CORBOY: I chopped some, but uct
too many of them. When 1 undertook that
work it was done to amuse myself. The
question of foreigners is one that will he
dragged up at the pext election. T say it is
possible and easy to get competent British
[abour to do the work. I have not had
any dilticulty to get suel labour and I am
a new chum at the game. Yet I hear mem-
bers of this House who have been on the
land for many years saying that they can-
not get British labour. It makes me won-
der whether they really mean it or
whether they are trying to bolster up a
cage 1n favour of lower wages.

Member: Perhaps they cannot =zet Bri-
tish labour at their own price.

Mr. CORBOY: That may be so, In con-
firmation of my statement, let me mention
that T know a member of the legislature in
this State who had a block granted fo hin
one atternoon. The fact was published in
the “West Australian” of the following day,
and at 20 past five the next morning he was
at the JFngo-Slav home in William-street to
wet labour. If anyone told me that he had
niade any genuine attempt to get British
workers, well, I would not believe him.

Hon. G. Taylor: You will not say on
which side of the House he sits?

Mr. CORBOY: 1 did not intend to do
g0, but as the hon. member has asked for
it, he may have it. That legislator sits on
the hon. member's side. T am eonvinced
thai some nf the settlers do not make any
aenuine effort to get British labour. I do
not say that that sort of thing is generai,
but it was eertainly what was done by the
legistator I have indicated. There ara
other difliculties one must consider in re-
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gard to land settleiwent, purticularly in thut
vart of the State. 3iight 1 suggest to the
Minister for Lands that a careful study
by un officer competent to judge of the con-
ditfons in the Yilgaru area around South-
ern Cross might be of the utmost value in
deeiding what should he doue in the south
castern areas. I seriously suggest that it
wounld he worth while to detail one or two
otficers who really kvow their business—-
whether from the Agricultural Bank or the
Land< Department is immaterial—to go in-
to those areas and spend a week or two
amungst the settiers, studying their dif
ticulties and finding out how the country
should be farmed. It is all very well for
the Minister to say he knows how it shouid
be tarmed. 1 maintain that the only man
whose advice is really worth having is the
Agricultural Bank inspector. In new areas
where all the settlers are clearing, build-
ing and fencing, the inspector does not get
suflicient time fo consider the problewns
of proper farming methods and so on.

The Minister for Lands: What about
ihe experimental farm?

Mr. CORBOY: "The Ghooli farm consti-
futex one of the finest experiments the
State has undertaken, and it is of the ntmost
value to the area. I am not decrying the
work of the department in that direction,
but there are many lessons to be learnt by
competent officers mingling with farmers in
order to find out how men with a small
amount of capilal ean hest be put on their
feet. The individual settler has not an un-
limifed treasnry on which tuv draw for
bui’dings, stoek and other needs. I do nnt
suggest that this has been done at Ghooli
heeanse, except in regard to buildings, tke
~onditions have heen confined to those that
would operate with the ordinary settler.
Even so, there are many problems on whiei
advice wounld be weleame. The bank in-
spectors do not have the time to study those
problems, but are pusbed from pillar to
post. They are supposed to visit each set-
tler once every four weeks, They are un-
able to do that, hut they make an effort to
see each settler omre every six weels. When
they eall, they have o cherk up the man’s
elearing, fencing or hnilding, assess the
value of it, write out his ecredit authority,
and gzet on to the next place. They have
no time to stop and diseuss how the settler
might best proceed in ovder to get on his
feeot.
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Mr. Stubbs: What is their method of
transport?

AMr. CORBOY: DMost of them travel by
motor cur, though somme have had difticalty
with their cars. One young fellow aban-
doned his car and bhought a horse and
saddle. It was the only means by which he
could get through the ecouniry owing to the
exceptionally good winter. He is not the
only one who has changeld his method of
transport. However, the inspectors manage
lo get around and generally the settlers do
their utmost to assist the inspectors. Never-
theless, the inspeetors who possess the
knowledge have not the time 1o wive the ad-
vice essential to the JMinister to enable him
to decide the policy for that country. 1
would like the Minister to get some one,
sueh as Mr. McLarty or Mr. Cook, to spend
some weeks in that country.

Mr. Mann: Do you think Mr. Cook has
anything to learn up there?

Mr. CORBOY: There is very little that
one could teach Mr. Cook about farming,
but if he went and lived amongst those
settlers for a couple of weeks, T think he
would get o different conception of the
methods that might best be adopted for the
development of that country. 1 do not sug-
wost that those men on the land ean teach
Me. (‘ook anything about farming,

Hon. G. Taylor: 1ls there anything peca-
liar ahout that country which requires that
it shall be cxceptionally treated?

Mr. CORBOY: TYes. There is only one
way to develop that country. It cannct be
developed as the rest of the wheat belt hay
been developed, namely on wheat alone. The
rest of the wheat belt was first established
on wheat alone, After the farmer has got
on to his teet he has gone in for sheep and
other stock. It is essential in the country I
speak of that the settlers shounld go in for
sheep from the beginning to assist them in
getting established.

Mr, Mann: How dn yon suggest they
should get fodder for their sheep before they
have done any cropping?

Mr. CORBOY: I do not suggest that.
After they have eropped for a year or two
they woold bhe in a position to keep sheep
By its poliey, however, the bank does not
provide them with the meuns to get the stock
even after they have zrown the feed. A
different poliey should be adopted for this
particular aren, by which the farmers may
be enahled to secure & loan sufficient to pur-
chase a small flock in addition to growing
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wheat, I also believe there should be more
liberal assistance so that they may male
their holdings dog proof. In tbhe older set-
tled distriets Mr. MecLarty bas always found
that an allowance of £20 per mile for this
class of feneing has been sufficient. Not one
of those districts has ever growled about
that sum. That assistance has been granted
after the farmers have been well established
on their holdings, and when they have de-
eided it is worth their while to go in for
sheep. 'This sum has Leen sufficient to en-
able them to fence their land for stock. in
tlie other arveas I speak of, where it is neces-
zary to stoek up almost immediately, the
fencing allowances made by the banks are not
sufficient to enable the settlers in the initial
stages to keep out the dogs and rabbils,
which must be kept out if the stock and
erops are to be preserved. I agree that there
have been no complaints from other distriets,
but. in those other parts it is desirable that
the poiiey should be altered so thai fencing
and stockiny may be earried on very quiekly
after the seitler hag a decent acreage cleared.
Provision of water has not received
quite the attention it deserves. I am nol
blaming the Minister for Water Supplies. I
have always found him sympathetic when he
has heen usked to consider the installation
of new waler facilities, but he has been han-
dicapped by the snm allowed to him by the
Treasurer. Just as railways are of import-
anee in the opening up of a new area, so is
it important that it should be supplied with
water facilities. Some effort should be made
to provide the Minister with the necessary
funds to enable him to carry out various
works, which he knows as well as T do shounld
he put in hand in the district T speak of.
T understond that for some five years or so
the Minister has had on the Estimates cer-
tain extensions from the goldficlds maiu.
Fach vesr it has been found impossible to
provide the necessary funds for these ex-
tensions. o view of the report we have had
of the reeent meeting of the Loan Council.
whereby the borrowing rights of the State
have bheen cut down, I fear it is probable
that this vear the sum will be struek off the
Estimates. If that does happen, the Min-
ister will zel the hottest time of his life when
he next enmes to Southern Cross. We have
always been very friendly with him, but are
now beginning to get a little impatient.
There is an area in the distriet that has been
settled for seven years. It has produced
considerable quantities of wheat, Astonishinz
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as it may be to sowe of the “spring onion
party,” as the member for Irwin ealls it, it
liolds the district record for the State with
an average of 18 bushels to the acre from
66,000 acres. That area is still awaiting ‘h2
decision of the CGovernmenl as to whether
they will provide the water extensions or not.

Mr. Mann: Over what period is that?

Mr. CORBOY: The record was for last
vear. It is the district average record, and
is the highest ever put up in the State.
The reason for it was that 3} inches of rain
fell in September.

Mr. Ferguson: I hope the distriet will do
the same thing again this year.

Mr. CORBOY: I hope s0. I was there
some ten days age. The crops had stooled
in such a way that if they get a decent
September rain they will probably yield at
least a 15-bushel average. The erops are
looking well throughout the area. I do
want to make a plea to the Government to
do their utmost to provide for these areas
hoth water supplies and railway faeilities.
I also snggest that, as a maiter of policy,
they should seriously consider providing the
settlers with means whereby they can fence
their holdings and carry stock in the early
stages, inslead of in the later stages. The
Government should also take into eonsidera-
tion the question of providing further
facilities to enable the settlers to carry out
a programme of fallow. Thev have pro-
vided a fallowing programme enabling the
farmer to fallow 150 acres. That was a
verv wise move, A man is allowed £300 to
fallow and cultivate twice 150 aeres. The
settlers 1 speak of are, however, in sueh
a position finaneially that, though they may
take advantage of the facilities offered, in
the following year they will be unable to
repeat the experiment without further
assistance. It would, therefore, be advis-
ahle to extend the fallowing provision so
that & man will get at least two suceessive
vears of fallowing on his hlock to enable
him to secure two decent crops in sucees-
sive vears. This would give him a chanece,
with proper farming methods, of earrying
on hy himself. We are all convineed that
the greatest hope these men have of sue-
ceeding is when they start from the very
inception to use proper farming methods,
fallowing and properly cultivating their
soil, and doing all those things requisite to
enahble them to reap the utinost harvest they
can from the minimum of expense. The
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hes: way to achieve that iz to place them
in the way of keeping stock. provide them
with water facilities and the money for
fenving, and enable them to carry out a two
vears fallowing programme. [ hope for a
continuance of the poliey of the Mines De-
pariment »o that prospecting may be car-
ried on. 1 look forward to further sums
being provided to assist the Minister in
extending the work he is already doing.
Outside of the goldfields, I do not think
the work of the Mines Department is ap-
preciated to its full value. Those of us who
are in close touch with what ix heing done
by the department know that, in every
direction in which a rveasonable case for
assistanee can be put up, it is not only!
giving monetary assistance, but offering
advice from the best of experts, amongst
whom are some of the finest men it is pos-
sihle to gef. I hope the Treasurer will he
able to find further sums so that the Minis-
ter may he able to extend his operations
io n greater extent than he can at piesent.
Partienlarly mavy T suvmoest the need for
more horing plant for testing felds which
have been hig producers in the past, but
are lying dormant to-day. Iu the Coolgar-
die e'ectorate, and in my own aronnd
Sonthe n ('ross, there are areas which would
handsomely iepay expenditure on deep
boringz v ascertain what values are lhere.
I knuw the Minister has had the utmost
difficulty in allotting the boring plants at
his disposal to the districts requiring them.
1 trust the Treasmrer will find it is in his
power fo give the Minister for Mines preater
facilities than has heen }ossible in the past.

MR. PERGUSON {Moore) [3.27] West-
ern Australia is to he econgratulated om
bavinz such a splendid season, in this, its
centenary vear. As a Western Australian
born and one who for the last 30 odd yoars
has taken a keen intercst in the seasons,
I ean truthfully say 1 never rememher hav-
ing <een a season that has opened so aus-
piciously as this one, aml which promizes
to result in sueh a wonderful harvest from
the extreme notth to the extreme south of
the State. With one ar two exceptions, in
small arveas in the pastoral country where
the =eason has not been as :zood as it mizht
have heen, the season hax been absolutely
ideal. Evervwhere there is a promise of
a bountiful harvest of wheat and other
primary products. 1 realise that the most eri-
tical period for the wheat growing industry
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comes during the ensning four or five wecks
hut we have reason to expect that there will
be a continuance of the wonderful rains we
have had throughout the winter, and that
we shall have a record harvest in this the
hundredth yvear of our existence. It is a
great pity that in our Centenary year, and
with an otherwise anspicions outlook, we
should have unemployment in owr midst to
the extent we have. That is & matter for
ureat vegret. There ¢an he nothing so de-
moralising to a man as the fear of unem-
plovment. The married man, with a wife
and family, must find it partienlarly hard,
when he realises it is difficult for him to
secure emplovment and earn by honest toil
the wherewithal to purchase the necessities
of life for those dependent upon him. Some
members have hlamed the Government for
the unemployment, hut I am not }repared
to ask them to shoulder all the blame. One
i= foreed to the conelusion that in some re-
spects the policy of the Goveinment has
not made for that degree of employvment in
the country we might have expected. Tt is
not anife fair to hlame the Government for
the faults aririne from inferior seasons in
other parts of Australia. There i= no doubt
that factor has added largely to the num-
her of unemploved men we have in Western
Anstralia. Tn the =peech with which His
Execcllency opened the fifth session of the
thirteenth Tarliament, we had an assnrance
that eertain legislation would be placed he-
tore us for consideralion. Mention was
made of an amendment to the Main Hoads
Act and T am glad indeed that the Govern-
ment intend to amend that lecislation. It
will he admitted;, I think, that that Aet is
entirely unsatislactory from the points of
view of the local governing authorities, thz
Government, and the prople generally. [
understand that the Minisier is willing to
provide in the amending legistation ftor
taking 25 per cent, of the motor traffic fees
1aid to local avthorities, in lien of the ex-
Isting system of allocating the amounts to
e paid by each loeel anthority towards
main road construetion, It that is dons, it
will he benefieial although it may adversely
affect certain country 1oad beards for the
time being. Such a provision will plare the
bhoards on a more satisfactory bavis and in
the lonz run will be more eyuitable than the
tthsurd provisions contained in the existing
Act. Tnder these provisions the Main
Roads Boatd are ecalled upon to ascess the
henefit derived by a specific road board dis-
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{rict or municipal council becanse of the
construction of a main road. They can call
upon that authority to pay accordingly. In
niy opinion neitber the Main Roads Board
ner any individual eonld possibly assess
accurately the value of any such rad to a
given district. 1 am sure that the State
will derive benefit if the Main Roads Act
is amended along those lines. During re-
cent months we have had a change in the
ministerial contrel of legislation affecting
local governing badies. The Minister for
Works, who formerly controlled that legis-
lation, has handed over the adminis-
tiation of those Acts of Parliament to

another Minister, Tt has been sup-
gested by many loeal governing hodies,
a number of whom ave in my elee-

torate, that a tribute should be paid
to the efforts of the Minister for Works
while he was in eontrol of the local govern-
ing authorities, Mr. MeCallum has takeu
& keen interest in the work of these bodies
and a thousand road beard members and
municipal councillors throughout Western
Australia can testify to the sympathetic
manner in which has has administered the
legislation goverming their opevations, They
may have disagreed with that Minister on
yuestions of poliey but they cannot fail te
pay a tribute of appreeiation to him upon
the able manner in which he has controiled
road boards and municipalities in the pasl.
Now that he has handed over the adminis-
tration of the Aets concerned to anothe-
Minister, I express the hope that the new
Minister will this session introduce a Bil.
to amend the Road Districts Act. The pro-
sent measure does not meet the reguire-
ments of the local governing aufhorities
thronghout the State, Conference afier con-
ference of road board delegates have re-
fquested amendments and for many years
past nothing has been done. Of course, the
Mimister for Works endeavoured to have
amending legislation passed on two .occa-
sions but the Bills contained amendments
that did not meet with the approval of Par-
liament nor yet with that of the local gov-
erning authorities. Finally the Minister
sald that unless certain amendments he re-
quired were agreed to, no Bill embodying
other amendments would be introduced. I
hope the present Minister will not adopt
the same attitude but will give Parliament.
an early opportunity to deal with that legis-
lation. The same remarks can be applied
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to the Cattle Trespass Aet. I think that
measnre must have originated when Noah
let the cattle out of the Ark. So far as L
know there hns been no amendment since
its intreduction, and it 1s a most obsolete
piece of legislation that is not used and is
not honoured ex¢ept in the breach. I hope
the (tovermmnent will give the House an ap-
portunity to deal with that Aet. During
recent months we bhave had information re-
gparding the prices of many products that
the farming community have to dispose of
in the markets of the world. At one time
the price of wheat was quoted at such a
low fimure that growers in Western Aus-
tralin were much alarmed. They could not
see how it would be possible to make ends
meet with prices at such a figure. Owing
to an unfortunate catastrophe in another
part of the world, wheat prices improved
recently and now the general tone notice-
able in country districts and in cominereial
cireles in the eity is mueh improved. Never-
theless the aetnal prices at which primary
produets have to be nffered to-day are so
perilously close to the cost of production
that it behoves Parliament and everyone
interested in the welfare and prosperity of
the State to do everything possible to re-
duee the cost of produection, or find somme
means by which those engaged in our pri-
mary industries can mcrease produetion per
acre. One way by which the Government
can assist is by helping to relieve the farm-
ing community of some of the pests with
which they have to contend. IFor instance,
the emu pest in the northern areas of the
wheat belt, particularly in and about the
Northampton country, has assumed alarm-
ing proportions and has seriously depleted
the returns of farmers in that locality. Not
only have the yields decreased in eonse-
quenee, but the farmers do not know how
thev ean eope with the pesition unless they
receive assistanes from the Government.

My, Kennedy: It has been offered to
them.

Mr. FERGUSON:And I hope that assist-
ance will be acecepted by them and that the
(tovernment wil! extend that assistance.
The kangaroo is another pest. There are
certain areas in my electorate where some
of the farmers have been nearlv riined be-
cause of the depredations of the pest. I
refer to settlers in the ecountry west of Gin-
zin and in the vicinity of Moore River.
Some of the farmers have endeavoured io
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gerure the services of kangaroo shooters
to destroy the animals, which not only take
the feed, but seriously affect the stock car-
rying capacity of the boldings e}n_.d destroy
fences. I lind there is a dispusition un the
part of the department administering thx
game laws not to give these peqp]u the
assistance they desire in order to rid tbeu]-
selves of the pests. [ know of one indi-
vidua! who has killed 1,500 kangaroos du%'—
ing the last few months.  Despite that, his
position 1s not relieved to any extent be-
eause the kangaroos go outside his property
and breed on the neighbouring Crown lauds.
It is absurd to require permission to destroy
such pests merely because they are outside
a farmer's property. I understand that
there is no provision in the game laws by
which the Chief lnspueetor of Fisheries, who
administers the Act, ean give permission fo
a farmer to go outside bis holding amd de-
stroy kangaroos that may have been eaus-
ing hin trouble. If that is the position, the
Aet <hould be amended so as to enavle the
Minisier or the Chief Inspector to give per
mi-sion lu farmers to 2o on Crown lands and
destroy vermin,  The depredations of the
kangaiuos represent an econvmuie los- to the
State aud almost ruination (o many settlers.
Fuarmer: have endeavonrwl to establish sub-
terranean clover ad lucerne on their pro-
perties, which has centailed cousiderable ex-
penditure npon irvigation, only to find tha*
the kanguroos have had wost of the benelil
of their endeavonrs. Hon, members will ren.
Yire \lte necessity for the exivting legislation
heins amended so iz to assist these settlers,
Othes pests that we have to eontend with
inchicle the red-lesged earth nite and the
Ineevne flea, which are doing a lot of dam-
age to {he pastures in different parts of the
State. I do not blame the member for
Bunbury (Mr, Withers) tor these pests, as
the wmemhber for Pingelly (Me. Brown) did
the othier evening, but the fact remains that
we have these pestz and we ~hould do every-
thing in onr power to rid the country dis-
trict< of them. I want to vefer to the losses
that the Stute bas -pstained because of the
ravages of the Dbraxy-like disease, which
first made its appearance io the eastern
avricaltural wvas, | do pot think it is
geuerally realised what that loss rveally has
amonnted to. It is gratifying to know that
an ofiicer of the Aerirultural Department
has liwen incquiring inte this matter and it is
reporied that he has discovered the origin
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of the disease.  There have been various
Lheories as to how it originated and how the
stock contracted the disease. [ understand
that Mv. Bennetis has definitely ascertained
the origin of the di<ease. In answer to
que tions that T put to him, the Minister for
Acrienlture stated that Mr. Beunetts' report
had appeared in the publication issued by
the Council of Seientific Research. It is
useless to publish a report of such won-
derful value to the agrienltural community
im & journal like that! Why has
it not been published bhroadeast throughout
the lensth and breadth of Western Aus-
tralia s that those interested can ascertain
what has been done? I endeavoured to get
a copy of the report, but we cannot get one
even i Parlianient House! I was informed
that there is one at the Agricultural Deparf-
meni and that T could peruse it there. That
i% 1ol the way to deal with such a wonder-
fal di~covery. | suggest to the Minister
that he make known the result of the in-
vestimalions by Mr. Rennefts so that the
farmers may hecome acquainted with the
details. There arve hetween 20,000 and 30,000
primaury producers in ihis State who want
tie know what has been done. T tru<t the
neeessary oteps will he taken to advertise
froely the work done by Mr. Bennetts aud
that the farmets will be informed as to
whetber any remedy has been found for
¢hecking the heavy losses of sheep dne te
this di casr. At a meeting of sheep men
held in the eastern distriets recently it was
anoucsted that considerably nore assistanes
mizht e wiven 1o the ollicer who is eondue-
ing these investigation: than has heen given
to hiz: and it wa: held that the Minister
might well see fit to establish a laborator -
o the Avondale estate in the Beverley di--
frict, where this disease first made it< a)-
jerranee and where it ravages have heen
soosevere, T oshould like to urre on the
Minister that semething shoull be done in
thix direction: berause a few pound: xper!
row in an endeavour to eheck the disenoe
wivht lave the efieet of savine many
hundreds of pounds to the peoaple of (he
Stuti,

Hearo & Taylor: Has Mr. Bennetts di«-
eoveraid o remedy?

Mr. FERGUSON:T understand that noe
dchinits reeedy  has been discovered, and
that JMr. Bennetts i< anxions that further
facilities ~hould Dbe afforded him for the
prosecution of his research into the matter,
He hopes to be able to place hefore the
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people of the State some remedial measures
in conneetion with the pest. So far, I under-
stand, no definite remedies have heen dis-
covered. A Dttle time ago an agitation was
started by the sheep men of Western Au:-
tralia, mainly through the Roval Agvicul-
tural Society, the AMerino Stud Rreeders’
Association, the Pastoralists’ Association,
the Primary Producers’ Association, and the
Road Boards Assoeintion, in an endeavour
to have Alsatian dogs prohibited from land-
ing in Australin.  After a good deal of
negotiation the Prime inister agreed to
prohibit the landing of those dogs, and [
nnderstand that for a period of five years
none of those dogs will be allowed fo land
in Aupstralia. It would be absurd to leave
the matter at that. Requests have been
made to every State (fovernment in Aus-
tralia-~who of conrse have control of the
dogs already in the Commonwealth—that
steps should be taken either to sterilise or
to destroy every Alsatian dog at present
in Awnstralia. Some of the State Goveri-
ments see the necessity for doing this,
while others deo not. Bat at a recent
conference of Ministers of Agrienlture
from all the States a resolution was
unanimpusly carried agreeing to ask the
various State Governments to introduce
legislation with a view to having this work
carried out. In the interests of the sheep-
growing industry of Australia I contend
thet the only commonsense way to earrv
ont and exiend the prohibition of the land-
ing of Alsatian dogs from outside Austra-
lia is to render impotent the dogs already
here. In this respect I want to pay a tri-
bute to the work done by the member for
Toodyay {Mr. Lindsay), who is the repre-
sentative of the sheep men in the farming
districts on the Vermin Advisory Board.
In season and out of season the hon. mem-
ber has urged that something should be
done in this direction. I feel that a tribute
should be paid to him in this regard, be-
cause no other man in the State has done
s0 much in an endeavour to show the dam-
age these dogs have wrought and the dan-
ger they represent to the shesp growers of
Western Australia, We want o see that
every Alsatian in Western Ausfralin i3
either sterilised or destroyed. If a dog owm-
cr or dog faneier wishes to keep an Alsa.
tian, I do not think he should be prevented
from doing so, provided the dog is not a
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danger to the puoblic and so long as the
owner is willing to have the animal steril-
ised.

Mr. Latham, 'What about the bitebes?

Mr. FERGUSON: I would have the
bitches sterilised, just as T would the dogs.
It will be quite an easy matter to have
the females spayed, or in some other way
prevent them from perpetuating their
species. Therc has been in Western Aus-
tralia ample proof that the Alsatians are
not only a menace to the sheep industry,
hut are also a source of danger to human
beings.

Member: That in itself is a risk.

Mr. FERGUSON; So great a risk that
it is not worth while our taking it. More-
over there is no compensating advantage for
the farmer when we allow these dogs to
come in here. Even in the 0ld Country,
where the Alsatian is a popular breed of
dog, these animals are not allowed out, ex-
cept on a leash or under the control of
solne competent person. Otherwise they
ave liable to he destroyed. The danger they
represent to human beings is due no doubt
to the strain of wolf introduced into them
from time to time. There is ample proof
of the danger they are to human beings,
apart altogether from the menace they are
to the sheep industry. As showing how
nevessary it is that some steps should be
taken to protect us from these dogs, the
Ministers for Agrienlture in several of the
States, certainly in Vietoria, Queensland
and New South Wales, are preparing fo
introduce legisiation under which Alsatians
will he sterilised or destroyed. 1 have just
received a letter from the secretary of the
Tasmanian Farmers and Orchardists’ As-
sociation, intimating that the Minister for
Agriculture in Tasmania has already issued
instructions to the Parlinmentary Drafts-
man of that State to prepare a Bill on the
lines agreed (o at the recent interstate con-
ference of Ministers for Agricultore. So I
hope the Minister for Agriculture in West-
ern Australia will follow suit and agree to
the course suggested by the Ministers for
Agriculture in the Eastern States, and
have legislation introdueed this session fur
the sterilisation or destruction of Alsatian
dogs. As showing what a danger they
might be, I want to point out that we have
in Woestern Australia an association of
dog fanmciers, a good many of whom were
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very keen on the Alsatians. But at a meet-
g of this association after the agitation
Lor the prohibition from the landing in
An<iralia of these dogs, and for the sterl-
i=ution or destruction of those already
bis., ihose dog faneiers decided that in the
interests of the Alsatians it would be ad-
visuble to make special inguiries, with a
view to determining whether they were a
useful addition to our dogs, or whether, on
the other hand, they were likely to become
n menace. The nssociation appointed a
speciol committee to go into the matter.
The iden behind the appoiniment of thab
committee was to prove that the Alsatian
was a jolly fine dog, ome that would be a
very useful addition fo the breeds of dogs
that we have in Western Australia. The
irony of it is that the special committee
arrived at a gnite different eonclasion. 1
have here their report, signed by the sec-
vetary of their association, This is what
they say—

1. The long list of vonvietions registered
against the Alsatian wolf dog throughout
Great Britain, ns ruthless sheep Killers, con-
stitetes them u menace to pastoral pursuits
in Australin, or any otber country. 2, (a)
Their (f.c. Alsatian) intellipence does not ex-
cetd the cunning of the averapge cross-bred
dog, and is undoubtedly inferior to such pure-
bred shepherd dogs as the bearded Seoteh
collic, the smooth-conted collie, and the
routh-voated collie, as well as the Austra-
lian production, the kelpic: (h) the pro-
nounced habit of the Alsatian dog is eollu-
sion; singly they wander, in pairs they recach
agreements, and in greater numbers, if given
the opportunity, they form packs; (e} there
is no usefnl eanine function for the Alsatian
wolf dog in Australin that is not better per-
formed by breeds of doga already cstablished
here, 3. The Alsatian wolf dog sheuld be pro-
hibited from entering Australia for the rea-
sons given above, and the very grave danger
that wonld acerne from, the inevitable pro-
miseuous matings and the resultant mongrel
type of dog such matings would let loose in
our vast unprotected areas.

Those are the findings of the special com-
mittee appointed by the dog fanciers’ as
sovintion of Western Australin to inquire
into this matter. The report is signed by
John Robertson, honorary seeretary. Se
it will he seen fthat in the interest of
the sheep breeders of Western Australia it
is time something was done to carry out
the ideas of the conference of the Minis-
ters for Agriculture and have this matter
attended to. I urge upon the Government
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that something should be dome this session.
It it is not dope quickly, it will mean that
the dogs that are already bere will be bred
Trow, and instead of our having just a few
to be sterilised or destroyed, we shall have
a lavgely inecreased number. During my
first session of Parliament I had occasion
to bring under the notice of the Govern-
ment the necessity for making additions
to the State hote! at Wongan Hills. It
is the only State hotel in my electorate,
and it is the only hotel in my elec-
torate that is not fulfilling the proper
fonetions of an  hotel. The rea-
son for that is that the accommodation
provided is totally inadequate for the re-
quirements of the distriet. If you, Sir, or
I or any other private individual were the
licenszee of that hotel the Licensing Bench
would insist upon eonsiderable additions
being made to the hotel, and increased
facilities for the convenience of the people.
But becanse it is a State hotel, the Govern-
ment have taken no steps whatever to in-
crease the accommodation to comply with
the demands of a distriet such as that of
Wongen Hiils, the township of which is the
centre of an extensive and flourishing agvi-
caltural area. As I say, during my first
session of Parliament I brought up this
matter. Subsequently the Premier took an
interest in it, and the Minister in charge
of State hotels also took an intervest in it,
and in consequence a sum of money was
placed on the Estimates to provide for
the necessary additions to the State hotel
at Wongan IIills. But later on the matter
was allowed to drop, and so far as I am
aware nothing whatever has heen done, In
last December, when the Minister for
Works was good enough to accompany me
to Wongan Hills to open the new roads
board oftice and the new town hall, the mat-
ter was referred to him and, at our reguest,
be was good enough to send a telezram to
his department in Perth, asking what hod
become of the project. The Minister will
correct me if I am wrong, but I believe the
reply he received from his department was
that there was a sum of money on the
Estimates, that plans had been prepared
and suhmitted to the Chief Seeretary’s de-
partmnent tor approval, and that tle con-
struction of the additions would he pro-
ceeded with immediately. That was last
December, but nothing whatever has heen
done vet. I urge upon the Premier that he
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shonld reinstate that sum on this year's
Estimates and that these additions should
be built withoul further delay. They are
absolutely necessavy, as was seen by the
Minister for Works when visiting Wongan
Hills, MHe knows thal the conveniences at
the hotel are totally inadequate. 'There is
not in the hotel a room more than big
enough to swing a cat in. Recently the
manager of that hotel was prosecuted for
a breach of the Licensing Aect. ILet me read
what the magistrate on the hench said when
dealing with the case. It was as follows:—

By the aet the manager of the hotel com-
mitted an offence, but under the circumstances
over which he had no control, we are of the
opinion that the passage shoull be considered
a parlour, as the State Hotels Department has
failed to provide suitable accommodation for
serving bona fide travellers under the Licens-
ing Act. Taking these facts into considera-
tion, and the manner in which the hotel has
heen previously conducted, the case will bhe dis-
misged. We recommend the Police Depart-
ment to take action with the Licensing Bonch
to have the matter put in order.

T ean only deserihe it as red hot that the
court should refer in terms like those to a
hotel eonducted hy the State. If the hotel
were privately owned, the econditions that
prevail there would not be allowed to con-
tinue for a moment. During the last few
days the Press has reported that the Mid-
land Railway Companv had approached
the Government with a view to securing
permission to construct certain spur lines
from their railway, and we have learnt that
the Government have not seen fit to grant
the approval, believing as they do, T pre-
sume, that the settled poliey of Australia
is that all publie utilities should be State-
owned. T do not think many pecple will
quarrel with that point of view, hecause
in a eountry like Australia it is not pos-
sible to have utilities such as railways owned
by private companies as thev are in the
old country, where there is such keen com-
petition  between the different railways.
However, something should he done in an
endeavour to develop the country that lies
adjacent to the Midland railway. We have
been agitating for many years to get that
country opened up to a greater extent than
it is at present, but ours has heen as a very
small voice crying in the wilderness, for
nothing much was done to back us up. We
had hoped that cur country would be de-
veloped under conditions similar to those
applying to the rest of the wheat and sheep
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land in Western Australia, but we have been
let slide by the various Governments during
e last 20 vears. Then we had hoped that
atlention would be given it¢ owr coun-
try prior to the development of the
South-West, bul again we were left behind;
the Suvutli-West was iaken in hand and
group seitlement was inaugurated there,
Then we had hoped that we would be due
fur attemtion after that, but now the Gov-
ernment are devoting the whole of their land
settlement energies to the development of
the 3,500 farmns scheme in the country lying
hetween Southern Cross and the Southern
Ocean. We have no yunarrel with the Govern-
ment on Lhat aceount. W know that the
vountry soath of Southern ('ross has to be
developed, but we do say ibat our territory,
which is equally nz fertile as the eountry
south of Southern Cross and has a more
generous and more reliable rainfall than al-
most any other wheat and stock-producing
distriet in the State, is entifled to some of
the attention that the Government bestow
on land settlement.

The Minister for Railways: Was not a
new railway opened there recently?

Mr. FERGUSON: The Mimster is re.
ferring to the Amery-Nortbwards railway.

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Mr. FERGUSON: I admit that that rail-
way was biilt, and T think the Government
are entitled to considerable eredit for having
constrncted it. It shows that that partieular
locality offered bright prospects in every way
for profituble settlement. It is not to that
country that I am referring partieularly;
I am referring to the country between Perth
and Geraldton adjacent to the Midland lie.

The Miunister for Lands: Well, we built
the Piawaning-Northwards line some years
ago.

Mr., FERGUSON:
few miles io it,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Thev drove the
last spike; we built it.

The Minister for Ratlways: Bul you said
we bhad given you mno attention.

Mr. FERGUSON: There is no necessity
to quarrel about that; the line was justified
no matter who built it. But there is equal
justification for building other lines, and we
want to do something to secure attention
from the Government. In the territory ad-
jacent to the Midland railway is an area
known as Dandarragan. During the recent
tour from Perth to Northampton organised

Built! Just added a
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by the <deneral Manager ot the Mid-
lund Railway Company, the visitors were
condacted over a small puition of the
Dandarragan country and they were amazed
at what they saw. They did not think ther
was anything quite Jike it in the State. I
am inclined to believe there ar: very few
spots like it in the whole of JAustralia. [
read a report that was published in Eng-
land aud it stated that there was nothing
better thau the Dandarragan country in the
whole of  Australin. We desire that
that conntry should he opened up and
developed. There are a good wany
thousand  aeres—1  might almost say
handreds  of  thousands oi  aecres—in
thal lorality, tbe development of which
as dairying country would be amply repaid.
It would he far move profitable than any
deveclopmernt in the South-West would be.
The land is eminently snitable for dairying
and it is also suitable for viticulture, but
as that industry is more or less under a
cloud, the Government would not be wise to
undertake its extension at this juncture.
What we in the Midland country desire is
that the Midland Railway Company should
be allowed to coustruet spur lines to develop
the land or that the Government should un-
dertake to build spur lines. A rnilway that
would run  from the MMidland line
westward to tap the fertile Dandarragan
country and then continue in a north-
westerly direction to the vieinity of Hill
River is amply justified. Such & line would
gerve  hondreds of thousands of acres of
Crown lands that are still available for selec.
tion, and [ know many men who would like
to settle in that country, but the Minister
for Landsx in his wisdom ha< seen fit to with-
draw it from selection, possibly pending
elassification.

The Minister for Lands: XNo. Any appli-
cation maie for that country is always ad-
mitted.

Mr, FERGUSOX: I know that several
applications have heen submitted and have
heen refused on the ground that the seitlers
wonld be more than 121, miles dstant from
a railway,

The Minister for Land=: XNot t{here.

Mr, FERGUSON: That will be good news
to a number of prospective vettlers who are
prepared to take up that land now, notwith-
standine that it is as far distant from a
railway as are some of the areas mentionel
by the member for Yilearn., Nevertheless,
with the present hish cost of production and
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at present values for our products over-
seas, those blocks are too far distant from
a railway to permit of their being profit-
ably furmed, If railway communication
were only provided, every acre of that land
would be taken up. The fillip that has been
given to the eulfivation of lupins by the
magnificent offer of the ‘‘West Austra-
lian'" Newspaper Company would alone
warranf the opening up of that country.
Mueh of it is ideal for the growing of
fupins, and in course of time it will make
wonderful stock country. It is well watered
and has a generous rainfall. In my opinion
it would be well worth while the Govern-
ment devoting considerable attention to it
with a view to opening it up. While the
Government might be justified in refusing
the Midland Railway Company permission
to eomstruct spur lines to the eastward of
the Midland railway on the ground that
they might take some of the traffic from
the Wongan-Hills-Mullewa and Toodyay-
Miling lines, whieck in my opinion they
should not be allowed to do, I eannot see
any legitimate reason for refusing the com-
pany permission to construct spaur lines
west of their railway if they are willing
to do so. I urge the Government to give
this matter serious consideration. The peo-
ple of that province are anxious to see
constructed a line to connect the Midland
railway with the Wongan Hills-Mullewa
fine. We would not be particular about the
point from which it started, but Moora o
Pithara are suggested as the most suitable
points, The advantages that would acern-
to the Working Railways by the econstrue-
tion of such a line are numerous, The Min-
ister for Railways will appreciate the fact
that it is not an cconomic proposition to
have a railway terminus situated as the
Miling terminuns is at present. He will ap-
preciate also the fact that the great buli
of the stock fraffic from the Murchison
could be brought through Pithara, Milinz
and Moora and down the Midlapnd line Lo
the centre of distribution—Midland June-
tion—- wurh more  economically than it

¢an be hauled through Goomalling, Nor-
tham and the Parkerville tunnel to Miil-

fand Junection. The distanee via the Mid-
land line is ennsiderably shorter, a good
deal of time would be saved, the eost of
transport would be less and the mortality
loss tn the owners of the stock would be
minimised, The stoek on arrivinz at the
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Midland market would be in a much betier
¢ondition for slaughtering and, with the
savings in ¢osts and mortality, cheaper
meat snpplies would be availabie to the
copsumers. L do not think it is a suggestion
of the AMidland Railway Company that they
should he allowed to eonstruct that line,
but the {fovernment should give seriouns
consideration to the «uestion of building
it. It is the hope of the people in that pro-
vince that eventually a port will be opened
at Jurien Bay. That bay has a consider-
able depth of water, a much greater depth
than bhas Vremantle. While the greatest
depth at Fremantle is about 6 fathoms, the
average depth in Jurier Bay is 514 to §
tathoms. If there is nothing that woull
make Jurien Bay a dangerous port, it
thould be opencd up in the interests of the
whole of the eommunity in the hinteriand,
and we should be allowed to ship our ex-
portable products from that pori instead ol
having to rail it hundreds of miles parallel
with the coast and ship it from the con-
gested port of Fremantle or from Gerald-
ton. Though the Governmeni may have
their hands pretty full with land settle-
ment schemes, the conviction has been
forced home to us that the time is fast
approaching when the Government will not
be able to satisfy the demand for land in
safe rainfall distriets, If a railway were
built to Jurien Bay and the port were
opened np, it would permit of hundreds of
thousands of aeres of land being settled.
Then there is an area of something hke 13
million acres which lies eloser to Jurien Bay
than te either Fremantle or Geraldton, and
the produce from that country counld be
shipped mwuech more economically from
Jurien Bay than from either Fremantle or
Geraldton. In the interests of the people
who are producing the wheat, it should be
shipped from the natural port instead of
being hauled hundreds of miles over the
railway to other ports.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 paa.

Mr. FERGUSON: Before tea T was re-
ferring to some of the disabilities from
which settlers in the Midland area suffer in
comaparison with their fellows in other
parts of the State. The only real solution
of the diffienities and problems confronting
those people is for the Government to pur-
chase the railway and assets of the Midland

2535

company, lock, stock and barrel. If that
were done, the biggest bar to the progress
and development of that part of the State
would be removed. It seems there has al-
ways been a certain amount of fear on the
part of the Government that if they spend
money in the developrent of that portion
of the State, the Midland Company may
reap some benefit from it. The company
came to Western Ausiralia at a time when
the Government of the day had no money,
and very little possibility of getting it for
tbe construction of a railway trom Midland
Junetion to Geraldton. The eompany, how-
ever, invested their money in good faith,
and are eniitled to some of the benefits ac-
cruing from the investment. There should
be no fear on the part of the Government
that some benefit may accrue to the eom-
pany from any expenditure that may be in-
curred. In 1925 the Government, in a laud-
ahle etfort to assist bona fide farmers, that
i5, men who were developing their holdings
and endeavouring to produce wealth in the
interests of the State, reduced railway
treights by 43,000 or £30,000, and in order
to recoup the Treasury for the loss sus-
tained they imposed a land tax of a similar
amount. The unfortunate part of it is
that whilst wsers of the Midland railway
and owners of land adjacent to it are com-
pelled to pay the additional land tax, they
are not able to reap any Dbenefit from re-
duced railway freizhts, which did not apply
to the Midiand line. That is an additional
reason why the Government should pur-
chasze the line, and place the users of it on
the sume basis as their fellow producers,
who are fortunate enough to be situated
close to n Government railway. I believe
the additional land tax the Midland settlers
pay amounts to about £10,000. Some time
ago 1 suggested to the Treasurer that a
solution of the difficulty might be found if
he paid to the Midland Company the
amount the Midland seftlers paid in addi-
tional land tax, on the understanding that
the company reduced freights to the same
level as the charges on the Government
lines. Something might be done in that
direction to alleviate the position of the
Midland settlers, which makes for unfair
competition between them and their fellows
in other parts of the State. Here is an-
other instance of the way in which the Alid-
land settlers arve affected: the freight on
a truck of power kerosene from Fremanile
to Moora, about 130 miles, iz £3 12s. 24,
more than it is for a similar distance over
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the Government line from Fremantle to
Wongan Hills, These fizures are of con-
siderable importance,

Mr. Kenueally: That is on account of
the local rate imposed by the Midland Com-
pany.

Mr. FERGUSON: It is on acvount of
the contessions wiven Ly the (overnment to
users of power kerosene in the farming
areas, which ddoes not apply en the Mid-
land line.

Mr. Sleeman:
vate industry.

Mr. FERGUSOXN: | should like the
hon. member to assist me to cut out private
ownership of this kind, -0 that we may be
pluced on the same level as he and other
farmers who are settled alongside Govern-
went lines.

Mr, Sleeman: Tt you were more «on-
siztent we might help voun.

Mr. FERGUSOXN: 1 have another in-
stanee showing that the lack of svmpathy
between the Government and the Midland
Company is detrimental to the users of the
Midland line, There is the ifticnlty of
transferring passengers at Midland .June-
tion from the Government service fo the
Midland service, This constitutes a great
inconvenienee particularly to women and
children during the wet weather. T under-
stand that the company are willing that
their coaches should be brought to Perth
so that passengers from the Midland line
might not he ohlized to change coaches at
Midland Junetion when they have come
from Perth. For some reason the State
railways are unable to e¢ome to any arrange-
ment with the rompany wherehy the com-
pany’s eoaches might be hauled from Perth to

That is the worst of pri-

Midland Junetion by Government loeo-
motives. Passengers, therefore, have to
tranship on certain  trains at Midland

Junetion at very great inconvenienee to
themselves. Yurther, most of the trains
arrive at Midlund Junction from the
Midland line about 10 o'clock at night.
I travel once or twire a week on that line,
and know the inconvenience that people
suffer. There are usually abont 100 pas-
sengers arriving from the Midland line at
Midland Junetion at 10 o'elock. They are
repeatedly held up at Midland Junetion for
a yuarter of an hour or hlf an hour while
a suburban train from Bellevue, earrying
perhaps six or ten passengers only, whizzes
by on its way to Perth. It ought not to he
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heyond the capacity of those controlling the
two ~vstem= to make sume arrangement
wherely the larger number of passengers,
svme of whom wmay have travelled 300 or
4 miles, may avoid the inconvenience of
waiting. The result of the ayrangement 1=
thut the 1Aidland pas-cnsers arrive late in
Pertl: and tind great disdienlty in seruring
aceonnnodation.

Mr. Kenneally: Does the hon. member
say that trains whizz past Midland June-
tion whilst there are pu~sengers on the plat-
form waiting te go to Perth?

Mr., FERGUSOXN: Jassengers by tle
Midland train have the mortification of see-
ing suburban passengers whizz by whilst
they themselves are kept waiting on the
platform.

My, Keanneally: They do not do that.

Mr. FERGURSOXN: I see it nearly every
Monilay evening all through the year. Last
night [ arrived in 1’erth after all the tyams
had stopped running, It the system were
State-owned, many of these diliteulties would
be removed. There would he ne necessity
for the existence of the disadvantages I have
mentioned, which place an unfair and un-
just burden on the Midland settlers and the
users of the Midland Company’s line. In
the course of my remarks, the Minister for
Railways made an interjection regarding
the Amery-northward line. I want to say
how pleased the settlers are over the actual
completion of that line by the present Gov-
ernment. They realise that the expenditure
upon it was fully justified, and I am sure
the future will prove that. Tt must he a
record in the history of railway econstruetion
in Western Australia that this line should
have handled a million bushels of wheat
during the first vear of its existence. The
settlers anticipate increasing their produe-
tion by 300 per eent. this season. When I
vigited the distriet last week it was pointed
out to me that the railway sidings along that
line were too short. They are about 200
vards in length, and the seitlers anticipate
dillieulty in view of the probable inereased
production in handling the wheat. An in-
stance was recently brought under my no-
tice of lumpers who have been loading wheat
for several day- being unable to earn more
than 5s, per day beeause of the distanee thex
had to carry the wheat. This oceurred in a
year when we had a light rainfall. The
£armers were hardly settled, and were grow-
ing their crops largely in a primitive man-
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ner. They had no large stacks of wheat,
but this year they anticipate very mueh
larger stacks, and fear there will be some
difliculty in handling them. To-day at some
places, where there are four or five wheat-
acquiring agents, there is not much room
for the loading of trucks at a siding omly
200 vards in length. Very often, too, trucks
come in loaded with machinery, and the
wheat stackers have considerable difficnlty
in putling the bags on to the wheat trueks.
The suggestion has been made that these
sidings should be lengthened, and I hope the
Minister will take steps at an early date to
have this work done on the Amery-north-
wards railway. I believe it is the practice
of tobe Public Works” Department to con-
struet sidings of that length on new hnes,
Although this may have the effect of keep-
ing down the cost of construction of new
railways, it is not in the best interests of a
distriet that is inereasing its production, and
requires an additional length of siding and
possibly a loop line in the near future. I
suggest that in all new railways sidings of
greater length should be erected. T wish
now to refer to the court-house at Moora.
Some three years ago I suggested that addi-
tions to this building were necessary. The
small ecourtroom had to do duty for praeti-
cally everything in the town, and was totally
inadequate for requirements. The originai
plan made provision for extensions at the
back, and the walls had been left so that
ihese could readily he made. The building
is prettily constructed in a type of stone
that iv peculiar to and typical of the districl.
All the Government buildings in the town
are ervected with the same material.  The
Minister for Justice realised the necessity
for inereased aceommodation at the court-
house, and decided that the additions should
be made. Instead of these being made in
conformity with the main huilding, they
comprized a paltry weatherboard structure,
which has been erected at the side of the
stone building. It was a very short-sighted
policy on the part of the Government to de
this, and it is a great pity it was ever
allowed. The building was a beautiful one
and an ornament to the town. 1 hope that
as time goes on, stone additions will be
placed on the building, and that the wooden
structure will be gither removed or applied
to some other purpose. At{ present it is
eertainly an eyesore.

257

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. C. Willeock—Ueraldton [7.46]-
During the debate there has been some
eriticismn of railway finanee, more espeeial-
ly by the member for Subiaeco {Mr. Rich-
ardson) and tne member for Toodyay (AMr.
Lindsay). Apparently those hon. members
base not given the question the amount of
research which would be effected by a care-
iul perusal of the annual report of the
Commissioner of Railways. The member
for Subiaco drew various ¢omparisons be-
tween the railway position as it was in the
last year of office of the Miichell Adminis-
tration, and the position as it was in the
fnancial year just expired. During the
references of various members to railway
finance, I interjected that the present posi-
fion of the Railway Department and its
finances is due to the fact that a consider-
able propertion of the increased railway
tonnage has been in the low class of traf-
fic, while the higher class of traffic has
not increased proportionately. I have said
before that there is a loss on the earriage
of wheat and of fertiliser, My friend ibe
member for Toodyay always combats that
statemment, on the ground that, as some-
times theve is a profit made in January
and February when wheat traffic is at its
highest, there necessarily must be a profit
on the transport of wheat. But the hon.
memher knows that January and Febru-
ary are not only the two busiest months for
wheat tratlie, but also for every other kind
of trailic. Lf there are any months during
which we seldom, if ever, hear of unem-
ployment, it is the first three months of the
year. Naturally, business people through-
out the country are then doing business
over the railways; and this fact brings in
a considerable nmount of money. During
the period of heaviest turnover, naturally
most profit is made. Overhead charges
during January, Febrnary and March are
almost identieal with what they are in the
slarlc months of June, July and August.
[ slack periods overhead charges persist
at ahoost the same level as during busy
tiures.

Mr. Mann: If you do not make a profi*
on wheat directly, you make one indirect-
ly. )
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.
[f the Railway Department ecarried no
wheat at all, they would be in a better
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positicn financially.  That, of course, is
purely from a railway point of view. I
am not saying that the country as a whole
would be better off in that case. But cor-
tainly the Railway Department would bLe
very much better off tinancially or com-
mercially if they carried no wheat and no
superphosphate.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is from a ecarry-
ing point of view only.

The MINISTER IFOR RAILWAYS:
From a prolit-making, commereial point of
view. That is borne out by a comparison
of the statisties. Several times when speak-
ing on the commercial aspect of the Rail-
way Department I have mentioned that
there are about 50 different railway rates.
Some hon. members think the department
ought to be able to declare a flat rate, and
that every description of goods should be
charged the same, as one descriptien costs
uo more to transport than another. [
agree that it costs oo more to cart g truck
lead of wheat or of timber than to cart a
trurk load of wool ur of general merchand-
ise., But the railway rate book is built
up on the ability of the commodity itsclf
to pay. If the commodity is an expensive
one which can stand a high rate of freight,
the rate is a little higher than that on a
commodity of low eommercial value.

Mr. Mapu: Do not you think that a flat
rate would enable you to combal the me-
tor traflic competition !

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: if
we had a flat rate, it would necessarily be
about 1.9d. per ton per mile. The result
would be to overburden some low class eom-
modities with charges, so that when they
got up into the country the difference in
price would be so inordinate that they could
not be dealt in. On the other hand, there
are commodities of high commereial value,
such as wool. The value of wool is about
1s. 6d. per ib., which works out at abont
£163 per ton. To eart a ton of wool 600
miles costs £8 13s. Now £8 13s. added on
to the commodity worth £163 per ton does
not make much difference to the cost of
the commodity when delivered at port of
shipment—in fact, a differenee of only five
per cent, That is not very much. On the
other hand, superphosphate costs only
£4 11s. per ton. If superphosphate had to
be sent over the railways for a distance of
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0 miles—as it often has to be to the Ea-
perance district, when sen carriage is ot
pricticable—on the same basis, the landed
eost would be £13 4s., representing an in-
crease of 200 per cent. Nobody would be
able to afford to pay such o price for
superphosphate. Therefore  superphos-
phate, and other artieles of low commer-

cial value, carry a low railway freight.
Groceries, drapery, general merchandise,

tes, sugar and so forth, which are all of
fairly high commercinl value, can stand a
good bit extra in freight without their cost
at destination being materially increased,
whether the distance be 100, 200, or even
GO¢ or 700 miles. So while we chayge
£8 1ls. to carry a ton of wool 600 miles,
superphosphate is carried over the samo
distance for a chaxge of only 14s. 6d. I
during the past five years—the period over
which the member for Subisco made his
comparisons—every description of freight
had gone up in the same ratio, the posi-
tion would be the same. Unfortunatel;
from the commercial standpoint, so far as
the Railway Departiment are concerned, the
low classes of traific such as wheat, super-
phosphate, and so forth, inereased econsi-
derably both in volume and in distance o
cartage, whereas high class freights did not
increase to nearly the same extent.

Mr. Richardson: Is there any particular
reason for that lack of increase in higl
elass freights?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: To
some extent I suppose it is due to the fact
that users of motor cars will carry cases of
groceries with them when they come from
the city.

Mr. J. H, Smith: People do not come
with motor cars to transport wheat,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No. Nohody ever dreams, either, of taking
a load of superphosphate from the super-
phosphate works in a motor ear. In that
case people say, “Railway charges are so
cheap that the small amount of saving is
not worth while.” The Railway Depart-
ment have had to transport a considerable
quantity of super. to the Esperance distriet,
a distance of 600 miles, at a charge of
14s. 6d. per ton.

Mr. Ferguson: Could it not be sent more
cheaply by boat?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, because if wharfage and landling
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were charged at both ends these things
would total about 14s. Gd.

Hen. G. Taylor: And then the super.
would have to be trained again,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. In order that the railways may not
e carrying the snperphosphate at such a
ridicalously low rate, and to save money,
we have sent it round by State steamers at
a higher eost, theveby avoiding the use of
trucks for nhont a week and their return-
ing empty from a considerable distance for
the sake of earryving abont six tons of
super. per truek at 14s. 6d. per ton. Super.
and wheat have shown large increases dur-
ing the last five years, and {hat is not a
good thing for the Railway Department,
commercially speaking, but a good thing
for the eountry, a thing at which we all
rejoice. Qur wheat harvest has inereased con-
sistently year after year with the exception
of last year, wheu there was a very light
rainfall in {he far easlern dislricts. While
it is an excelleni thing for the country
that the wheat harvests have inereased so
much, it is not a good thing from the con:-
mereial aspect of the Railway Department.
1 will give an iilustration of what that
meins.  Tn 1923-24 the guantity of super.
carried by the Tailway Department was
equivalent 1o 17,625,000 ton-miles. Lasi
vear the ton-mileage of super. was
41,000,000, or an increase of 133 per cent.
Of wheat we carrvied 65,000,000 ton-miles in
1923-24, and last year 122,000,000 ton-
miles. That represents an inerease of B8
per cent. in the earriage of wheat over the
five years, whereas the ordinary, average
traffic increased by only 45 per cenl. On
the two lowest commodities we have from a
railway slandpoint, the increases have heen
88 per cent. and 133 per cent. Fruit, which
Just about pays its way, increased by only
32 per eent.,, or 13 per cent. less than the
average of 45. Timber, which represents a
profitable rate, inasmuch as the department
wet 1.96d. per ton-mile, or just a little over
the average and therefore slightly profit-
able, instead of increasing by the average
of 45 per cent, rose iy only two per cent.
over the average of the last five years.

[t will be seen that while wheat and
super,, which are low priced com-
modities in point of freight, in-

ereased very considerably, fruit and timber,
out of which the department wused to
make some small profit, increased by
an amount considerahly below the average.

[11]
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The second-class traffie, which refers to
higher-priced stuff, and for the carriage of
which the rate is 6d, per ton per mile, in-
creased by only 11 per cent., although the
average increase was 45 per cent. For the
highest cluss of traflie, the third eclass,
which is earried at an average rate of .
per ton per mile, the inereased traffic re-
presented only 2 per cent. It will be seen,
therefore, that the cheaper classes of
freight inereased doubly or trebly, whercus
those classes upon which we make our
profit hardly increased to any extent at all.

Mr. Lambert: Does that not indicale
that the railway charges are prohibitive
when you come to face competition in the
carriage of the higher classes of goods?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
that were so, it would also indicate that we
must ehange our atfitude regarding the rail-
ways and deal with them on a purely com-
mereial basis, refusing to carry any eclass
of goods for mueh less than it cosis to
haul them.

Mr, Lambert; That would not neces-
sarily follow, becanse if yonr rates were
more favourable, the third-cluss goods
might inecrease considerably instead of by
2 per cent. only,

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS: They
did not increase at ali to any appreciable
extent last year. Owing to restricted cred-
ils, those interested in the agricultural and
pastoral industries had a rather severe
time last year, and certainly did not make
much money. In the ordinary course of
events those 1 refer to, had they madc
reasonable profits, would probably have
dealt considerably in a nnmber of commodi-
ties for which the freight rates are fairly
high, As they were not in a position to
do so, the railways suffered eorrespondingly.
Those people were fortunate in being able
to secnre sufficient eredit to enable them
to get their superphosphate requirements.
Owing to their financial position, they were
not able to go in for fencing or house butld-
ing, and the railways lost that profitable
freight in eonsequence.

Mr. Mann: While that hag something
to do with the position, do not you think
motor transport has been more economical
and has affected the railways ¢

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not think there is a truck in Australia
that could carry stuff consistently at a rate
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of 6d. per ton per mile, For vears the rail-
ways have been able to transport satisfac-
torily, and if they could have a flat rate of
2d. per ton per mile, they could transport

goods at that figure. If the railways
were on a proper competitive basis
compared with road {ransport, and
had to face, comparatively speaking,

no charges for maintenance or interest on
the cost of the permanent way, they
woutd ‘be able to give that service
at  a still  smaller  cost. Reverting
to the position regarding superphos-
phates, it is interesting to note that in 1924
the auantity of super carried represented
7 per cent, only of the total trafic hauled,
whereas last year it represented 11 per cent.
of the total trafitc. That was on an average
rate of .54d. per ton per mile, whereas the
average cost of hanlage was 1.83d. per ton
per mite. Thas it will be seen that the
charge was almost one farthing less thau
the cost of haulage. Then again our wheal
traffic, which represented 23 per cent. of
the total traffic hanled in 1924, increased to
33 per cent. of that traffic during last year.

Mr. Ferguson: There has been an in-
crease each year.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yer,
but from the railway point of view that
inereased haulage meant so much extra loss.
The traflic has increased at a greater aver-
age ratio eompared with other commodities
that arve hauled at a profit. If hon. mem-
hers will look at the railway returns that
were tahled a few days ago, they will see
the position sirikingly exemplified, Those
fipures show that last year approximately
9,000,000 ton miles extra were run on ac-
eount of the general goods transported, an
instead of receiving more revenue we actu-
ally received £9,000 less. The ton miles
run were 358,000,000 in 1927-28, whereas in
1928-29 they were 367,000,000, or 9,000,000
more ton miles last vear. The refumn also
shows that the revenue derived on account
of those extra millions of ton miles was
£9,000 less than we received in the preced-
ing 12 months. That indicates where we
are getting to in connection with our rail-
way finances. There is an increasing pre-
ponderance of low-priced freight compared
with what was available in years gone by.
That was strikingly evidenced last year
when we had large quantities of wheat and
super to haual and very little of the higher
clags traffic.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. . P, Wansbrough: Did the competi-
tion of motor trucks in connection with the
transport of woeol have anything to do wilh
that?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.
I made specilic inyniries in that regard and
1 found that the public of Western Austrn-
ig are fully seized with the importance of
supporting their own railway system. Of
the wool that was exported trom Western
Australia, the railways transported quite
Y5 per cent. Some years ago we appointed
a commercial officer in connection with the
Railway Department and he interviewed
Lhe people who deal in wool. At that time
considevable propaganda was indulged in,
but the people lovally stood hehind the
(fovernment.

Mr. Mann: The officer you refer to does
his work very effectively.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is no doubt about that. Most people
are sensible enough to know that if we get
a small pereentage only of the high-cluss
traffic, the railways will suffer aceordingly
and that would lead to an inerease in the
vost of transport of the lower elasy of
goods, such as wheat and superphosphale.
Hon. members will remember the claims a.l-
vanced by the large deputation that waited
on me at Parliament House in eonnection
with the construction of the Boyup Brook-
Cvanbrook railway. The speakers stressed
the importance of the railway being con-
strneted heeause of the tremendous effect:
super had exercised on the pastures in that
district. T was assured that if the railway
were eonstrueted and the settlers were able
to obtain their superphosphate supplies at
the present eheap rate, instead of the hold-
ings carrving one sheep to every six aecres,
within three years, when the pastures had
become established and the wuse of
superphosphate had inc¢reased the car-
rying ecapacity of the paddocks, they
would he ahle to carry three sheep to the
acre. From the inguiries T made subse-
quently through the Agrieultural Depart-
ment and elsewhere, I fonnd that the state-
ments of the deputation were incontrovert-
ible, Speakinz as the Minister controlling
the railways, and looking upon that publie
utility us a purely commercial concern, I
would not have the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook
railway on my mind for a moment, hecause
if we were to earry 5,000 tons of super-
phosphate over 150 miles on that line it
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would represent a loss of £4,000 to the rail-
ways for the year. Of course we do not
took upon the railways in that light at all.
Whatever will increase the productive
capacity of the country by 8 or 10 per
cent. must be hanled over the railways even
though it be earried at a loss. We know
that the general economic gain to the State
will indirecily benefit the railways and
counteract the loss involved in that hanl-
age. That is another reason why the lower
class of traffic has increased on the rail-
ways during the last few years, During
that pertod we have constructed a number
of new lines and during the first few years
of the operations of those railways into new
distriets, we practically haul nothing bui
wheat and superphosphates and very little
ot the higher class traffic. During his re-
tarks the member for Subiaco {Mr. Rich-
ardson) dealt with railway wmatters and
~eemed anxious te¢ muke a comparison re-
garding the position in 1923-24 and tha!
obtaining at present. T will give the House
some figures to show the comparative posi-
tion, In 1923-24 we transported 253,000,001
lon miles and last year the mileage in-
creased by 45 per cent, going up to
367,000,000 ton miles. On the average the
return we received for every ome of those
ton miles in 1923-24 was 1.95d. Because
of the preponderance of the low class traf-
fic, and the increased use of the railways
tor that traffic last year, the distance hauled
represenied 367,000,000 ton miles, but we
veceived for that haulage 1.71d. only per
ton per mile. It will be seen that despite
the extra ton inileage hauled, the railways
received approximately a farthing less per
ton mile than in 1923-24, Had we received
the same rate lasl year, and had the freight
gone up in each cluss of traffic, we would
have received .244. more for each ton mile
transported. That wonld have made a &if-
ference of £367,000 to the railway earnings
last year. Hon. members can compare the
fizures for themselves; they will he found
absolutely correct. In other words, had
the 192324 earnings heen maintained iu
1928-29, instead of the ratlways showing a
loss of £179,000 last year, there would have
heen a prefit of £188,000. There are other
factors to he taken into consideration when
we compare the two periods mentioned.
For instance, during the time the Mitchell
Government were in power, the Railway
Department, through no fault of their own,
but because of the fact that loan money
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was comparatively hard to raise and in-
terest paymenis were considerably higher,
were in a difficult position. I think I re-
member one loan that was raised for tha
State during Sir James Mitchell’s time that
hore a rate of £6 12s. 6d. per cent. Natur-
ally ne Government in the eircumstances
would feel justified in spending any econsid-
erable sam of loan money that eost such a
high fizure. Fortunately, in later years the
loun position eased and nowadays the aver-
age rate of interest is shont £5 7s. per cent.
Consequently hecause of the faet that loan
moneys were so tight and interest rates
were very high, a very small amount of re-
placement was done by the Mitehell Gov-
ernment. I am not blaming them, becanse
using commonsense they could see that it
would be extremely foolish to raise money
at so high a rate of interest. However, dur-
ing those yeurs rails and sleepers should
have been replaced, and of course, under
ordinary conditions, would have heen re-
placed. They were wearing out and in eon-
sequence, during the time the present Gov-
ernment have heen in office, we have been
faced with considerable expenditure on re-
placements of sleepers and rails and other
things. I have here the comparison that
has been made. In addition to the ordinary
maintenance of permanent way and rolling
stock, which cost £1,100,000 last year, we
have what we ecall special maintenance; that
is for things that do not require replacing
every year. For instance, if a line requires
re-laying, it will be only once in 30 years,
or if it requires re-sleepering it will bhe only
once in, say, 15 years. A certain amount of
money is debited to working expenses each
vear for these things. Tn 1924 for rails
€42,000 was spent, whereas last year we
spent £53,000 or an increase of £11,000. In
special maintenanee during 1924 only £9,000
was spent, whereas last year we had to
spend £11,000. In the purchase of sleepers
in 1924 only £29,000 was spent, whereas in
1929 we spent £85,000, some of it to relieve
unemployment and keep people at work.
So there was an inerease of £56,000 last
vear.

Hon. G. Taylor: I take it yon have a
lot of vour sleepers in stock.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
any event, that sum of £835,000 was debited
to working expenses last year. Then for the
replacement of rolling stock in 1929, there
was an amount of £13,000 a3 against nil in
1924; and for the replacement of farpaulins
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£16,000 was spent last vear, as against
£10,000 in 1921, So on these things in
1924 there was a total expenditure of
£80,000, whereas last year the expenditure
was £181,000. Those were the years com-
pared by the member for Subiaco.

Mr. Richardson: 1 compared the figures
of the whole five years.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
But really the hon. member was comparing
the financial position in 1924 with that in
1928-9.

AMr. Richardson:
for the five years.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
am not attacking the hon. member. All 1
want to do is to let him see the light and
let him understand exaetly what did oecur.
So really in those replacements last year
we spent £181,000 as nagainst the £90,000
spent in 1924, That expenditure was from
revenue. I have already explained that T
do not blame the Mitchell Government for
not having done more. Still, the faet re-
mains that we had to do a great deal! last
vear and that we spent out of revenue
£91,000 more than was spent in 1924 So
there are those two items: The 367,000,000
ton miles on which we did not get to within
ong farthing of the amount that the
Mitchell Government got, representing
£309,000, and then this £91,000, making a
total of £400,000 in all. Coming to the
staff, it will be found that during the past
five years the wages staff, through the in-
cidence of the awards of the Arbitration
Court, and the salaried staff, through the
classification board, have received a con-
siderable amount in inerements. In 1924
there were emploved on the wages staff
6,510 persons, and in 1929 this number had
increased to 8193, That is not a very hiy
increase when we consider it is about 20 per
cent., whereas our goods trailic in the same
period inereased by 45 per cent. Bat the
average earnings of the wages staff in 1924
was €223 per annum, whereas in 1929 the
amount had wisen to £246, or an increase
per man throughout the wages staff of the
railway service of £23 per annum., The
salaried staff in 1924 numbered 1,223 per-
sons, whereas in 1929 it had visen to 1,420
persons. The average salary in 192+ was
£289, whereas in 1029 it was £311, or an
inerense of £22 per officer per annum.
These increases were not, as some members
would like to make out, gratuitously handed
out by a heneficent Government to the

I gave the full figures

[ASSEMDBLY.

railwvay employees. They were all given

as  the result of the rettled policy
of this country, that is to say, the
Arbitration Court, And these inereases

in the number of olticers and men who werce
working in the Railway Department in
1924 in comparison with those working n
the depurtment in 1929, meant an inerense
in expenditure of €2200000, 'That is to sav,
if the number of men we had in 1929 had
been on exuctly the same wages as were
those in 1924, we would have saved
£220,000 on the wages bill. It represents
the extra remuneration the offlicers and men
of the railway service have received throumn
awards of the Arbitration Court. Of eourse
we could have done as the leader of the
Opposition did when lhe was in charge of
the Administration and when very large in:-
eredses in wages and eonditions were made
by the Arvbiteation Cowrt, that is to say
we could bave raised the freight, had we
§0 desived. Bul we preferrved not to do that,
thinking that in the ordinary way, sp long
as we did not get this preponderance of
low elass trailie, we should be able to make
the rvailways pay without any increase in
freight rates.

Ton, . Taylor: These increases in sal-
aries and wages eovered a perviod of four
or five years,

The MINISTER NOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, and the average increase to each man
in the service was £23, and to each offlcer
£22

The ’vemier: And we paid the inereases
without putting up the freight rates.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The increases
in my fime were £79 to the officers and
£57 16s. 9d. to the wages men.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
am sorry the hon. wember was not in the
House while I was explaining exaetly the
reason why we have had to do so much.
Perhaps it would have done him some good
to have the position fully explaired. Cer-
tainly T was not ungenerous to the hon.
member while he was out of his geat. T
gave reasons why various things had oecur-
red during the time the hon. member was
in charge of the Administration. I said the
hon. member, in raising capital for expen-
diture on the railway system, had had o
pay £6 12s. or £6 13s. per cent. and thaf,
naturally, he did not expend very mueh loan
money during that difficult period. I also
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said it did not matter which Government
were in power at that fime, it was noti
likely that they would raise much money
while they had to pay so high a rate of in-
terest. So if we had not had that £220,000
increase in wages and salaries, that is to
say, if we had had the same rates last year
as obtained in 1924, the railway expendi-
ture would have been £220,000 less and se,
instead of showing a loss of £179,000, we
would have made a profit of £41,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You had
£600,000 more in revenue,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: i
will get a proof of my speech from *‘ITan-
sard” and pass it to the hon. member fo
read, for I am sure he requires to be ro-
minded of some of these things. When he
shall have read that proof, I should like
to hear his eriticism, if he ean break down
anything I have said or any of the figures
I have given. Dealing with passenger trai-
fie, too, we are in rather a serious position
from an earning standpoint. In 1924 there
were 18,133,000 passenger journeys made
by the people of this State. One would
think that with the increase we have since
had in the population of the State, the new
railways that have been built and with the
tacilities we have provided for travelling,
the railway passenger journeys would have
gone up to seme corresponding exfent; but
Inst year, instead of 18,133,000 passenger
journeys, there were fewer than 15,000,008
passenger journeys, or 3,000,000 jowrneys
less, spread over the last five years. The
people are not using the railway system for
the purpose of passenger transport to any-
thing like the extent they were five years
ago. The earnings from passengers in 1920
were £77,000 less than they were five years
ago. We could, perhaps, economise by de-
ciding to restrict the conveniences we are
giving the people for travelling. But owing
to the fact that we are building new lines
we must give a cevtain amount of passen-
ger accommodation so that the people may
be able to use the railways. Our train mile
passengers have not gone down to any ex-
tent at all, because on these new lines we
must run trains at least once a week, Tt
would be hardly worth while having a rail-
way for any less traffic. A considerable
portion of the passenger traffic that we get
is special travelling. But if the Leader of
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the Opposition wantz to come down from
Northam, there are any number of peopln
ready and willing {o bring him down by
wotor car,

Hon, Siv James Mitchell: But I come
down by train.

The MEINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Stitl, it he wanted to get down in a burry,
he would not have to wait in Fitzgerall-
street, Northam, for more than an hour be-
fore e found some motorist who was comn-
ing to Perth and who would be glad to have
his company.

Hon. 8iv James Miichell: To
down the baek of the car.

The MINISTER IFOR RAILWAYS: It
is a faet that a considerable number of
people do not use the railways for passenger
traffic now, but use motor cars instead.
B0 we have the position thai renewals meant
an increased expenditure of £91,000 and the
wages bill on the average meant an increasec
of: £220,000, the two items totalling £311,000.
That was our increased expenditnre. On the
other hand, while our passenger service cost
the same (o run as before, the revenue de-
creased to the extent of £77,000 and becaunse
of the incidence of the lower class freight,
we received £367,000 less than we would have
done had we had the same average rate.

Hon, 8ir James Mitehell: The rates are
the same.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member was not in the Chamber and
does not understand what I an talking
about. I lLave explained the position fully.
Every one with the exeeplion of the hon,
member understands it.

Hon, Sir James DMitchell:
about it, too.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: |
regret that the hon. member was not in his
place, because I would have liked to en-
lighten him on those aspeets of the Railway
Department’s activities.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell :
faels,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
While our expenditure has increased by
£311,000, our revenne would hav: produeced
an additional £444,000 had we hac the same
elass of tveight as we had five years nago.
Consermently we would have lieen about
three-quarters of a million hetter off than we
were in 1924, but for the cireminstances T
have detailed.

weigh

{ know all

I have all those
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Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Three-quarters
of a million!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. The hon. member gmiles, but I invite
bim to peruse my figures carefully and eu-
deavour to break them down. T took com-
siderable trouble to compile the figures and
wet them checked. T have not missed any-
thing.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I think you
have included something whieh <hould not
have been weluded.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: |t
all resolves down to the gquestion of how the
railway sysiem is operated, I we desired to
vperate ¢ as a commercial undertaking, we
could easily do so, but the policy of this
State has not been to treat the railways as o
purely commenrcial concern to produce profit.
The poiicy has always heen to operate the
railways for the purpose of assisting the
production of wealth. Some people seem to
be under the impression that because the
railways are run by the Government, if
they desire any concession, it is only a mat-
ter of asking for it and the department
zhould meet their wishes. A pood deal is
done by the raiiways in the name of eharity,
(“oncessions in the shape of tickets at 1s.
per month are granted to VII. and ex-VII.
school pupils to travel 1o suburban sehools,
Of course, charabane or molor transport at-
tempts nothing of that kind. DBecause we
desire that the youth of the country should
have the advanitage of good education, we
provide facilities for children to travel so
that they may attend higher schools, and
they are charged the purely nowinal fee of
1s. per month.

Aon. G. Taylor: Do you carry many in
the course of a year?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, a considerable number. Froem a com-
mercial point of view that fee does not count
ut all. Were the railways ron on a commer-
vial basis, the KEducation Departinent would
be .required to subsidize the Railway De-
partment to that extent, In the country dis-
tricts, wherever school children can take ad-
vantage of railway travelling, they are con-
vayed to (he nearest school entirely free of
vharge. We have always done that. Conse-
quently the railway system is not eondueted
on a purely comumercial basis. Blind peo-
ple, each with an attendant, are enrried free.
Donations in the shape of a bag of wheat
or & bale of wool for a charitable institu-

[ASSEMBLY.]

tion are cartied over the railways free of
charge. The GQovernment desire to encour-
age charitably-disposed people by ensuring
that the maximum result of their charity
shall be reecived by the institution concerned.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is nothing new, is
it?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No;
I quote it io show that the railway system
is mot run om a purely commereial hasis.
Quite a number of ininor serviees, sueh as
carrying 1iowers for kindergaricns, violet
and  wattle days, sre arranged at nom-
ina! rates, We are not desirens of ex-
teaeting the last ounce out of producers
by means of high freight charges. We de-
gire, in the interests of production, to carry
tertilisers and other commedities at very
low rates, entirely ridienlous rates from
commercial standpoint, but we do it in the
interests of production, and t think it pays
the State to do it,

Hon. Bir Jumes Mitchell:
railways, too.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: But
there would be just as much work for the
vailways if we charged a little more for the
earriage of super. Farmers would use just
ns much super. s I have pointed out, il
the same set of conditions had operated in
1929 as operated in 1924, we would have
been £750,000 Letfer ofl than we were in
1924

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: With precisely
lhe same freights?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS.
Yes.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You have put
ap the fares, bave you nol?

The MINISTER FOR BRAILWAYS:
No; on the other hand, a lot of rates have
been reduced duering the last four or five
years.

Mr. Liudsay: Tle szme argument would
apply to the year 1925 as eompared with
1915.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS.
Yes, but in the interval from 1915 to 1923
there were eonusiderable increases of freights.
The present Government have not adopted
a poliey of increasing freights to meot the
heavier charges consequent wpon arbitration
awards and other inereased expenditure.
The Leader of the Opposition was net in
bis plaee when I gave the comparison be-
tween this vear and last vear If he wil!
turn up Appendix J, he will find the figures

It pays the



[13 AvgosT, 1929.]

I quoted. We carried goods 10 million more
ton miles lhan the year before—

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I heard you
-ay that.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
And for it we received £9,000 less. It is
impossible to challenge that comparison.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Who is to
hlame ¢

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS?
N¢ one is to blame. The reason lies in the
fact that low-class traffie is inereasing as
compared with high-class traftic. Because
the Railway Department made a loss last
year, T do not regard the position with
alarm.  During the last five years we have
made in profits an amount greater than the
loss of last year. Becenuse we have one bad
vear in a commercial sense, there is no need
10 bucome panie-siricken and levy extra im-
posts. Next year, if we have a good har-
vest and good business on the railways, we
~hall get through. Nolwithstanding that
wages and other expenditure have increased,
viven a good season and good business, there
is no need for any alarm about the loss of
last year. We shall be able to get through and
do what the Railway Department have done
for this State during the last five years any-
how—render very good serviee to the com-
munity.

MRE. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [840]: I
cannot allow the opportunity to pass with-
out offering a few words on this debate.
Unlike many of my friends who have spoken
from the Government side of the House
and can see nothing but good in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech, and unlike many of my
friends on thix side of the Heuse who say
the Speech is not too had and there it not
a great deal of harm in it, T can see no
virtne whatever in the Speech. Tt is not
~0 much what the Government have done as
what they have not done that appeals to
me. I believe the funetion of the Govern-
ment of the country is to do the hest thew
can for every part of the country, irre-
speclive of whether Ministers live in the
South-West portion of the State, on the
zoldfields or in the metropolitan area. To
my mind the Government have failed and
failed lamentably, during the last five years,
to earry out their duty in the hest interests
of the State. One of the principal fune-
tions of any Government is to keep the
commmnity ratisfied—to have the whole »of
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the citizens satisfied and see that they are
employved in avenues creating wealth for
the henefit of the State. Again I say the
Government have failed. Unlike some mem-
bers, I am not going to promise to be brief
in my remarks; I desire to give full voice
to what I consider are the opinions held
by the people in the portion of the State
I represent. Tle member for Bunbury {Mr.
Withers) the other evening impressed upon
the Minister for Agrieulture the duty of
his department to endeavour, as lhe South-
Western Conference suggested, to ecombat the
red mite and lucerne flea pests. We were
assured hy the Minister for Lands that
every effort was being made to that end.
I desire to tell the Minister for Agriculture
that i’ his experts are not successful in the
near tuture, this great menace will be the
means of practically wiping out the pastures
and intense culture in the South-West. I
have heard that some method has been de-
vised to combat the pests. I ask the Gov-
ernment to make additional expetiments
with a view to exterminating those two
pesls. T do not know whether we can
lilame the member for Beverley (Mr. C. P.
Wansbrough) or the member for Pingelly
(Mr. Brown) for the disease known as the
Beverley sheep disease, but that disease has
spread to the South-West and is a very
seripus menace, The Minister might be able
1o tell us whether his depariment have dis-
covered the means to combat that disease.
We <o not know what the braxy-like dis-
euse in sheep really is, but we have an ides
that it way be due to the increased fer-
tilisation of pastures. I now come to the
remarks of the member for Forrest {Miss
Holman). She made them in a very fine
spirit when she moved the adoption of the
Address-in-reply. The hon. member did
a very serious injustice to the South-West
when she applauded and upheld the action
of the Minister for Forests in his dedica-
tion of the forest area there. Throughout
her speech T can say, without wishing to he
hard upon her, that she showed she did not
know her subject and did not understand
one tittle of what she was sayine,

The Premier: Which proves that yvou do
not know what yon are talking about.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I will prove that the
Minister for Forests does not know one
thing ahout his husiness. We talk about a
forest conscience. I1f ever a Minister had
s foresi conscience this Minister has it with
a vengeance. His forest conseience is so
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twisted and warped that he can see no-
thing but jarrah trees, and not one thing
for agriculture which is the making of this
country. If only he knew his job, things
would not be so bad. When we waited upon
him as a deputation what did we get? He
spoke to us quite candidly and in a straight-
forward mauner. He told us with all the
ellrontery in the world that if he were in
his job much longer he would make the area
of dedication four million acres instead of
three million acres.

The Premier: Are you rveferring to one
of my strong-minded Ministers?

My, J. I SMITH: The Minister for
Forests had no thought or consideration for
anything else. At least he was loval to the
Conservator. He said “We have a wonder-
ful forest dedication down there” We have
heard of the Empire Forestry Delegation.
They came to Western Australia and they
gaid, “What wonderful forests vou have
What a  wonderful rainfall theve is
the South-West, Look at the beau.
tiful karris and red gums vou have”
Perhaps they did not know the difference
between a red gum and a black butt. They
saw a mass of timber and found they had
a sympathetic Minister, They said “He is
a wondertul man. Ts it not a eglorious
thing to have a man at the head of the
Forests Department who will listen to us,
who will he earried away by us, who is
prepared to forego the interests of the agri-
enltural part of Western Australia just to
say that for all time he will dedicate this
huge ares of country to the growth of tim-
her, that he will never allow a farm to he
established upon it, never allow another
apple to be grown there, and never alliw
srother sheep to graze upon it.” That is
what we got from the Einpire Forestry Tle-
legation. The Minister for Lands is also
to blame. This sort of thing cannot he
done withont the sanction of the Ministe~
for Lands. I shudder to think what woull
have happened if the policy that is in ope-
ration to-day had been in operation 30
years ago. Kot one railway would have
been built, not an apple would have been
grown in the Bouth-West, and no settle.
ment whatever would have taken place
there.

The Prenier: Your trouble is that everv
settler has a2 vote but the jarrah trees have
none,
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: My trouble is tha:
the Minister for Forests and the Conserva-
tur have been hoodwinked by the Eastern
States. Uther parts of the Commonwealth
have saerificed their timber areas, and now
they are appruaching us through the Min-
ister and telling us that owr forest .area.
must be dedicated. For the future we ave
to grow a lot of useless trees, and the other
States rnd other parts of the world are {o
have the popuiation. The Minister for
Forests claimed it was our duty to look to
posterity. He said “Look at the heritage
we hava to protect for the next hundred
years.” This sort of thing will be going
on not only for 100 years but probably
tor 200 years The Conservator says *1
have a scheme for conserving and dediear.
ing to forestry another million acres. Wil
vou agree!” The Minister says “I agree.”
The Cunservator then says “I have another
scheme for refurestation although already
we huve some thres million acres dedicated.
The Government are going in for a system
of reforestation that will cost £10 an acre.
To cut out all useless timber, ringbark the
red gums, and leave only the straight trees,
will cost £10 an acre in the first place. This
represents, over lhe three million acres, s
sum of £30,000,000, which will have to be
spent at the outset. The Government say
“Look at the great iwealth that will be
ereated.” There is no market for the tim-
ber. [ Dbelieve that timber is not required
in the world as i; was a few years ago. Al
ene time all our culverts were built of tim-
her.  To-day thz Main Roads Board use
sleel and conerefe for their enlverts. Even
in D’erth the buildings are erected of con-
crete aod steel, and very little timber i«
used, The present scheme for reforestation
i+ holding up agriculture. The Minister for
Lands says that in some places we can carry
three sheep to the acre in the South-West,
I elwim that our carrying eapacity is great-
er than that. We can carry one cow to
the acre in our forest country, It is the
fnest country ever known. We have never
expericenced a drourht. We have no had sea-
sons.  We have good seasons, and some-
times we have hetter ones, Look at onx
fruit industry!  What has that meant to
Western Australia? If we had had the:
forest dedieatior system 30 years ago we
should have had no fruit industry to-day.
We can talk in illions ahout eur frus.
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The wheat growers are not the only people
who can do that. Over a million bshels
of apples were produced within the Stale
thiz year. This centenary vear will be knowu
for all time because of the misguided actions
and short-zizhtedness of the Mipister for
Forests,

Hon. G. Taylor: Who is the Minister for
Forests?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The hon. member
does not know his business very well if he
doex not know that. This year 381,000
cases of fruit left Bridgetown, 26,000 gal-
lons of eream, 600 bales of wool, 703 head
of eattle, 6,900 sheep, 64 horses, 1,000 pigs,

and 8,000 tons of timber,

°  The Premier: And what about asses?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The ass may hawve
left but the donkey will return when the
Premier goes down to open the Show.

Hon. G. Taylor: He will not go now.

The Minister for Lands: It is a nice in-
vitation.

AMr. J. H. SMITH: T do not want mem-
bers to think 1 am opposed to a proper
svstem of reforestation for our timbur
lands. What the deputation, and the South-
West conference and T asked was that the
Premier should grant us a reclassifieation
of those timber aress. Before any more
Iand iz dedicated we want the whole of the
South-West classified. T know of beaunti.
ful land that is dedicated to forestry. Thare
is no co-ordination between the Lands Do-
partment and the Forests Department. Tha
latter have the former in the palm of their
bhands. If a man applies for a bloek any-
where as far away as Katanning everythine
is subservient fo the Forests Department.
The application must go to the Forests De-
partment before any approval can he given,
and generally it means that it is held up
for all time. T claim to know something
about forestry conditions. I know that
jarrah country is not good for agricultars)
purposes. The jarrah ridges and ironstone
couniry will not grow anything else but
beautiful jarrah. On the other hand there
are sandy gullies and flats and undunlating
land which are snitable for agriculture. On
every orchard in the distriet jarrah trees
have been taken out, but in these days the
Forests Department would not have given
their consent to it. I claim that that wes
not. forest country and never could be. If
it were dedicated for the next million vears
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it would never grow jarrah, and yet that is
the type of country that is reserved for
forestry. We want this re-classificaticn
carried out by practical men, such as
we have not yet had. The work
shouid be done by duly qualified land classi-
fiers. 1 have done my duty in enlightening
members of the House, and letfing them
know what serious obstacles are standing in
the way of the settiement of the South-West.
A death-blow has been dealt to the South-
West. 1 refer to the dedication of these
areas. It is impossible to expand uader the
present system. No msn can seleet 100
aeres within the dedicated area. The forvest
bas been taken on a face, irrvespective of
whether it contains good land or not. |
desire to prove to the House that despite
the Premier’s remarks this will not be such
a wonderful asset. The member for Forres.
said the industry was in wouderful shape.
I will prove that it is in a parlous condition.
I have snid that a large proportion of the
sleepers that have been taken hy the rail-
ways this year were cut by foreign labour.
The Premier styled that as a wild and woolly
statement, but T will prove it to the hilt.

The Minister for Railways: That will nat
be so for the future.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: They are not being
cut now Dbecause of the instruetions that
have been issued, although I believe they
are honoured more in the breach than in the
ohservance. T will tell the House what is
being dome now. Railway sleepers are be-
ing eut at scab prices.

The Minister for Railways: What do you
mean by seal prices?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I mean at priees thal
are 7s. and 8s. a load under the union.rates.
And the work is being Jone by Britishers
[ will give the House item for item. I do
not blame the Minister, The railway offi-
cials say “If you want an order for sleepers
vou can have one. We will give yon an
vrder at £3 13s. on trucks.” Wandoo sleep-
ers will ecost £¢4 5s. on trucks. The uniosn
rate for wandoo sleepers is £3 and for
Jarrah gleepers £2 8s. 9d. - The Controller:
of Stores at Midland Junetion has offere’
£3 15s. per load on trucks.

The Premier: Your idea of proving &
staftement is to make a statement in a lond
voice.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I presumc that the
Premier is a good unionist and does pot
wish to see any of his employees working
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for less than arbitration rates, Therefore
I ask him to take a note of these figures.
The cotting rate is £2 8s. 94. It is im-
possible to put sleepers on trucks, if the
men insure themselves—a charge equal to
nearly 14s. per load—for less than £1 12s.
per load. Aud yet the price is £3 165 per
lond. To itemise: £2 8s. 9d. is the union
cutting rate; 16s. per load is the earting
rale; loading represents 2s. 3d., and turn-
ing 7d.—items which must be cut
off the amounf; insurance represenis
14s., and voyalty 7s. 4d. The deduction of
2s. 114d, leaves a net amount of £4 10s. 1d.
Yet the Government are offering the men
£3 155, and the men are prepared to accep.
that rate upon condition that they need not
iosure them-<elves. What will be the result
if & married man, uninsured, is killed whiie
at work?

The Premier; His wife will be a widow.

My. J. H. SMITH: It is a nice thing for
the Premier to cast the matter off in that
way. The workers of this country will be
glad to lenrn tkat the Premier has no more
sympathy for the wife of such a man than
to say that if the man is killed his wife will
be a widow.

The Minister for Land<: It is plain what
you are fishing for.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If the Minister for
Lands likes to bite, he may. The timber
industry is worth such a wonderful ot to
this State that the last New Zealand order
taken was let at £5 15s, per load ship’s
slings, Bunbury.

The Premier: You are playing to the
zallery.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Unfortunately I am
nof. Neither am I playing to the unem-
ployed, though perhaps later in my remarks
1 may de se.

The Premier: My word, you will!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I was pointing out
that although the timber industry is said to
be very valuable to the State, the last New
Zealand order was let at £5 15s. per load
ship’s slings, Bunbury. The average rail-
way freight in the South-West iz 23s. per
load. Here again the timber industry suf-
fers as against the wheat industry.  The
timber industry has to pay 3s. 9d. per load
wharfaze dues on every load of cleepers ex-
ported from Western Australia.  Adding
£1 Gs, 94, to £4 123. 2%d. makes £5 19s,,
or just on £6. Such is the position of the
‘industry for the sake of which dedieations
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are beiitg made so that it may be a source of
wealth for all time. The contractors are
iosing 3s. per load, without allowing any-
thing for their oflice expenses or fime or risk
taken. Where does the suevess come int
llow can anyone afford to supply sleepers
under such eonditions? The reply will be
that some one must be undercutting. Some
will say that it is done through foreigm la-
bour. I believe there is coliuston and com-
petition amongst certain persons to exploit
the fureigners in our midst to-day. 1 hon-
estly believe that. Last year [ drew the
attention of the Government to what was
woing on, believing that they were in sym-
pathy with the workers. I now expose what
is going on to-day. I told the Governmen:
u year ago what 1 was prepared to do if
they thought it worth while to grant a select
committee. To-day the position of the in-
dustry is too serious. Export timber is, of
eourse, eut on private lands; but neverthe-
less I consider there should be a Royal Com-
mission to inquire info the timber industry.
That industry is in a parlous state from A
to 4. Yet we find the member for Forrest
{Miss Holman) applauding the action of
the Minister for Forests in dedicating huge
arens. She said the eifect would be to give
employment to thousands. I consider that
we are working on wrong lines,

The Premier: You have not got a scrap
of interest in the timber industry.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: If the effect was go-
ing to be to give emplovment to people—

The Premier: This is too thin.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: TIf the Premicr- —

The Premier: 1t is altogether too thia,

Mr, J. H. SMITH: 1f the hon. gentle-
man is cousidering his political hide, T can
assure him that I am not considering mine.
Further, I assure him that T am not speak-
ing to my constituents.

The Premier: Nothing of the kind!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Let me assure the
hon. gentleman that T am speaking on be-
half of an industry that needs to he placed
on a better fooling. T wum emnbating cer-
tain statements made here by the member
for Forrest. T consider it her duty even
more than mine to draw attention to what
iz occeurring to-day. 8he said the dediea-
tion of foresta for all time wanld aive em-
plovment to many people. What is the good
of that if, as | have pointed onf. prople
working in the industry to-day are work-
ing for less than Arbitration Court rates,
not a shilling under them, but many shil-
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lings under them, and uninsured? I am
glad T have bad this opportunity of point-
ing out the position. If the House is in-
tevested in the insurance of timber workers,
¥ have here the details of that aspeet and
can give them. Apparently members are
conrversant with that phase. One point I
desire to make elear is that the Government
are asking timber workers to pui sleepers
for State requirements on trucks at 7s. or
Ss. per load under union rates.

The Premier: That is not true.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Again 1 refute the
I’remier’s interjection. Sleepers cannot be
put on trucks under £3 19s, 11d. at the very
lowest.

The DPremier: Many of vour statements
are found to he unveliable.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Has the Premier no
heart at all? Has he no consideration for
men working for the Government of the
day, who are sunposed to stand for the in-
tevests of hnmonity? Does he not think
these men should be protected by insur-
anee? What is to hecome of the wife and
chiliren of a timber worker killed in his
emplovment? Does the Premier find it in
his heart to say, “Go on, Jim; we will em-
ploy yon at ten or fourteen bob under
urion rates, but if vou get killed the coun-
try will lovk after your wife and ehildven”?

The Premier: I have investigated many
of your statements.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: These fizures ean-
not be refuted. I believe 1 have now ex-
posed the timher position fairly well. The
Minister for Forests should reconsider his
attitnde and say to the Minister for Lands,
“Let us have more co-operation, let us work
together. T will appoint an officer from ny
department and you appoint an officer
from yours, and we will have a reclassifi-
ciation made of the whole of the South-
West; and what is good for forestry T will
take for perpetual dedication, and you ean
take the acricultural land.” That is what
I desire to see happen. As to railways in
the South-West, I was disappointed when
I beard the Minister for Railways say that
there was neothing to be done with the
Boyup Brook-Cranbrook line as a business
proposition.

The Minister for Reilways: No.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister said
that for the carriage of super. that line
would not be a business proposition.

The Minister for Railways: On a com-
mereial basis.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: I realise that. But
after the Minister heard the deputaiion say
that with the earriage of super. and the fer-
tilising of the land it wonld be possible to
run three sheep to the acre, and even
more——

Tke Minister for Railways: That, [ said,
was a very good thing for the country.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I will show what a
wonderful Goverpment the present Govern-
ment have been for the country. Members
rise to exploit the deeds of the Government
and to show what & marvellous Government

they are.

Mr. Withers: You have said that your-
gelf,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The member for

Bunbury (Mr. Withers) does not mean it.
T never heard such language as the hon.
member used the other evening. Tt was
faint praise, He damned the Govermment
with faint praize. He said they should do
s0-and-so0 and such-and-such.

Mr. Wilbers: So thev should.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Why does not the
hon, member come vut of his shell in view
of the way Bunbury has bheen neglected?
Why does he not say to the (iovernment,
“I¥ you do pot treat my port like other
ports, you will lose one supporter’? The
whole of the SBouth-West would appland
Lim.

The Minister for Railways: For selling
his vote!

Mr, J. H. SMITH: He has the goods to
sell, not his vote. Bunbury is the secont
port in Western Australia. The port of
Albany is not tve good so far as over-
seas shipping is concerned. The Minister
for Works when introducing the Boyup
Brook-Cranbrook Railway Bill got a great
deal of support. To refresh the minds of
members I should like to read portion of
the speech then made by the Minister. How-
ever, 1 do not propose to weary the House
with it.

The Premier: Hear, hear!

My. J. H. SMITH: As the Premier in-
terjects, ‘“Hear, hear,” I will read the
speech.

Member: Making & speech by reading!

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I should be only
emulating the deeds of some other mem-
bers. However, I will not aceept the Pre-
mier’s challenge to vead that wonderful
speech of the Minister for Works, I know
that every member of the Chamher read
the report of the Railway Advisory Board,.
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wlho inspeeted the country. The natuve of
that report was simply astounding. It
went so far as to say that the whole of the
South-West had been seething in expecta-
tivn of development for many years. As
svon as that report came in, the Premier,
with a great tlourish of trumpets, indicated
that lie was anxious to do something that
others had neglected.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, for 16
yeurs,

Mr, J. H. 8MITH: The Mitchell Gov-
ernment had appointed an advisory board
and as soon as they vame alone, they said
that one railway was not sniticient and
tliree were required.

Mr. Withers: Yonr party said they did
not reguire anyibing.

Mr. J. H. S8MITH: Where ignorance is
bliss, ’tis folly to be wise.

Mr, Withers: Your pariy never put for-
ward any proposition.

Mr. J, H. SMITH: They said there was
to be a railway from Jarnadup to Denmark
and that it must go through. There are now
a few men down there with vome picks and
a few barrows! That is all! Then they
suid they required a railway from Manji-
mup to Mount Barker. They regarded it
as most essential for that line to be built.
When it came to the Boyvup Brook-Cran-
brook railway they were emphatic and said
it must be built immediatelv. The Premier
came along, threw out hiz chest, and gave
his blessing, telling the people that the rail-
way must he built. Men were put on to
cut sleepers straight away. Those sleepers
were cut and they are there to-day, stacked
alongside where the line is to be built. The
member for Bunbury {Mr. Withers) knows
that these are the facts. When the Minis-
‘ter inireduced the vailway Bills in thi:
House he said that the time was over-ripe
for the work and he dealt with the Advis-
‘ory Board’s report. The Minister for
Lands sits smiling in his seat to-night: he
has his 3,500 farms scheme! The Sur-
vevor General, the Director for Agricul-
ture, Mr. Tord of the railways, and Mr,
Anketell went ont lo report on the project
and when they rame hack they said to the
Premier, “Yes, here is some wondertul
country that has been positively neglected,
It certainly requires a railway to he built.”
On the other hand, we have another
part of the State where we can  immedi-
ately settle 2,500 people successfully.
We can give them 400 acres of land
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and railwac facilities can be provided at a
cost of about £100,000, That sort of thing
is too siuple for the Governmeni. They can
see through it too easily. For that reason
the (uvernment consider they must get mto
complicativns. They say to themsclves, “We
must produce something that will justify
our existence in the eyes of the world, Let
us have something big and elaburate. Let
us get something in millions. “What
about a 3,500 farms schemei We will be
uble to spend & lot of money on that.”
They weni into the motter; they framed
their schewe; they got euough money to
swamp themselves and they fell in head over
heels; they have drewned themselves in it
and bave got nowhere! However, I have al-
ready told how the report of the Advisory
Board was obtained. As though that was
not sufficient, the Covernment got others
along, Among them was Bankes Amery who
said to the Government, “On the figures the
Advisory HBoard have put up and on the
costs, there is no trouble about it. You ean
wet the money; it is there for you. Go on
with the scheme,” e fold the Government
to go on with tbe scheme in conjurction with
one or two other items sueh as a few water
supply schemes! Other schrmes were the
Peruberton railway, the Norsem:n-Salmon
CGhums railway, which has been huilt and now
we have stil} others. Yhat have the Gov-
ernment te say to all this? Deputation after
deputation has waited on the ’remier. At
Bridgetown la=t Novemher, the Premier said,
“*We will build your railway.” T said to the
deputation, “That is satisfactory, The Pre-
wmier has 10ld zou thul the Gove: nment witl
huild the ailway. He riast intend to baild
it honmedintery, hecause he will re! bave an
opportunity after next Mareh.”

The Premier- You have a woindertul im-
agination.

Mr. J. H. SMITil: The railway siill
awaits  construction, A deputation inter-
viewed the Minister for Rai'ways  The mem-
ber for Bunbury should have spoken in
fuvour of that line, We had pot tired of in-
terviewing the Premter. who said the same
thing tine after tine. We fel! we should
have a chanme and so we saw tae Minister
for Railwnys. He was most uffable and all
smiles. He loid us that he had beard all
aout vur raiiway.

Mr. Withers: I bave =aid more about
the Bovup DBrook-Cranhrook railway than
vou have!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr, J. H. Smith: The Minister told us
that he would see the Minister for Lands and
the Minister for Agriculture and discuss the
proposition with them, and later he would
see the Premier. That is as far us we have
rone.

The Minister for Railways:
you expeci me {o say?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That you had con-
ferred witl, the Premier, that b» had pro-
mised that the line would be built and that
the construetion wonld be put in  hand
straight away!

Mr. Withers: And then there would have
heen cheers from the gallery!

Mr. J. H, SM1TH: 'CThe member for Bun-
bury seems to be biting a lot to-night; I do
not know what is the reason. I have an in-
lictment to launch against the Government
regarding the unemployment difficulty. If it
i» the function of anyone in the State to deal
wifli that problem, surely it is one of the
fundamencal functions of the Government
to keep our people cmployed. This House
should not allow the motion before as
to pass without indulging in a great
deal of sincere critici=m of the Government,
tlad Ministers not neglected the South-West,
the nuemployment diffienlty would not have
heen created, The Premier says we have
1o Money.

The Minister for Raitways: He does not.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : The Premier says we
have no work on which we can put the un-
employed.

The Minister for Railwavs:
Joes nol.

Mp, J. H. SMITH: What about the
7,300 farms scheme, this beautiful myth, this
dream of ihe Government, news of which
they are spreading broadeast? What bas
heen done at Forrestania ! The Government
have picked up a crowd of men, set them
there, and dropped them like hot ecakes.
They took contracts and accepted commit-
ments and then, withont a moment’s notice,
the Government put thein off, although the
men had nine daxys' tucker still on hand.

The Premier: There is not a serap of
tmith in what yom say.

Mr. J, 0. SMITH- T challenge the Pre-
mier and this House on the point. I can
rive the names of men who are prepared to
come before the bar of the House and prove
my statements.

What did

No fear, he
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The Premier: Your most reckless state-
ments!

Mr, J. H. SMITH: The men are prepared
to comne here to substantiate the truth of
them.

The I’remier: There is not a shred of

truth about them.

My, J. H. SMITH: On top of that, will
the (iovernment say they eannot lind work
for the men who are in the country at pre-
gent ! They say that, despite the fact that
they have in hand £500,000 of Common-
wealth woney! This is the Uovernment
that contess they are concerned with the
interests of the working man! What are
they doing for him? ‘They profess to be act-
ing in the intevests of the primary produ-
ers. What have they done for them? They
have done nothing but load them up with
taxation hand over fist. And all this timc
they allow men to walk the streets starv-
ing and looking for a feed! Tt is deplor-
able. One man hanged himself at Manjimup
because he c¢ould not find work. What a
drcadful thing that is! Yet the Govern-
ment have #£500,0600 of Commonwealth
money unexpended. Why is that so? 1t is
because the Government cannot find the 13s.
in the pound that the State should find un-
der the agreement with the Commonwealth.

The Minister for Railways: Oh no!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Government are
content to allow all that money to remain
idle. Had they found their quota, there
would bave been about £900,000 available
for expenditure. Yet we have people walk-
ing the streets locking for work. In this
House we have members who speak of this
wonderful Government, Fven on the Opposi-
tion side of the House there are members
who say that the Government are not too
bad! PFor my part I eannot see one virtue
in them, partienlarly when I remember how
they have neglected the South-West.

The Minister for Lands: What about

the group settlements?

M. J. H, SMITH: 1 will deal with them
inter on. I believe the time is ripe when, in
the interests of this State, members should
speak their minds. They should state their
cases and fight them. They should expose
to the people of Western Ausiralia the way
the present Government have acted while
they have been in power. They have held
office for nearly six years and they have
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run the country into g state of stagnation.
Look at their policy regarding the dedice-
tion of forests, and their lack of foresight
in the building of railways in the South-
West, It is time the people knew what
happened. Think of the 120 men who are
down at D’emberton and are stranded there!
| can give the Premier the names of the
men who have been down there for up-
wards of 12 weeks. They are all a good
type of men, used to pick and shovel work,
and they nre waitling for the work they
were Lo du. What is the explanation? The
(fovernment are merely seeking to relieve
themselves ol their liability in Perth and
are potting up a smoke sereen. They are
sending men down ifrom Perth, although
there arve men waifing on the spot for the
Jobs that were offering. I am receiving pro-
tests from them every day. We hear of 29
men heing sent to Jardee and eight men
wanted heve and a few men there. All the
time there are 120 men on the job waiting
for work!

The D’remier: Can yon not lower your
voice a little?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I will please myself
how 1 speak. The Premier was on the hox
seat the other afternoon and he did not
hesitate to raise his voice. He did not
hesitate to wo for the deputation. He saud
to them, “*Yon are looking al the matter
from a biassed standpeoint. You have asri-
cultural minds and not forestry minds. You
are not looking at it from my point of view
at all. As agrienlturistz, no mnatter what
your opinions may he, yon are biassed.”
The Premier himself was binssed in olher
direetions. The Premier did not lower his
votee when he was speaking to them. He
was most dominating in his attitude. He
eaid, ‘*That is my poliey and it will stand
while 1 remain in my present position.’*

The Premier: Of course, T did not say
any sneh thing.

My, J. H. SMITH: That was in the re-
port in the “West Anstralian.” The Pre-
mier will not draw me off from the con-
tract regarding the men in the bush. Thoy
have received no sustenance. The board-
ing houses have kept them going for a con-
viderable time. 1 #sked the Minister for
Works if he would agree to the men being
provided with sustenance, but he evaded my
question. Now we are told that the rail-
way iz going on.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: Of course it is going on.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is not. What is
happening is that 20 men are put on to-
duy, given a few days work, and then
knocked off, It is a scandalous state of uf-
fairs. If the Government were worthy of
their salt, they would adopt a different at-
titnde. What does it matter if there is a
deficit of £500,000 provided that all people
are at work and the money is eirculated.

Mpr. Lindsay: There would be no defleit
if ali the people were at work.

Mr. J. H., S8MITH: The Government are
content to allow things to remain as they
ave. They bhold on to the £5600,000 of Com-
wonwealth money and do not provide their
15s. in the pound to make up the full
amount. They are content to allow thous-
unds of people to walk about the streets
ol Perthh and elsewhere looking for work,

T'be Minister for Ralways: You know
why that has occurred.

Mr, J. H, SMITH: 1t is the funection of
the tiovernment to prevent it occurring.

The Minister for Railways: What, knock
the Commouwealth Government out of the
way !

Mr. J. H, SMITH:
prevented the diffienlty.

The Minister for Railways: Do not yon
know we are controlled from the other side?

Mr, J. H. SMITH: Let me ask the State
Uovernent what they intend to do regard-
ing unemploymeni? Under their arrange-
ment with the Main Roads Board the Couwn-
wmonwealth Govermment say that we must
vall for tenders for work that is to be car-
vied out, What is occurring here to-day*
The tfovernment insist that if any man, or
any local authority through the Main Road-
Board, aceepts a tender for work, the men
employed must be worked for only 44 hours
per weok. There is no Arbitration Court
award about that. But the Premier told
us waen he came in that the people had
given him a mandate to institute the 44-
hour week. Even if that is so—and the
Government sa&y it is—I do not belevs
they have the autherity of the Common-
wealth Government to do it in this respeci.
OF course it is free from all political in-
{luenes,

The Minister for Railwnys: Do not you
helieve in a -H-hour week?

You should have
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Mr, J. H. SMITH : I believe in a 40-hour
week, or even in & 20-hour week,

The Premier: Yet yon were shedding
tears for the pour worker n moment agu.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Premier is uot
guing to sidetrack me in this. T am telling
the House that the mandate of the Main
Rouds Board is that the subeontractor must
not work the men more than 44 hours pet
week, and must comply with the conditions
of the AW.U. It appears to me, and it is
always known, that this Government is gov-
erned by the A W.U.

The Prewier: Of eourse there is mot a
scrap of truth in that, either. You ought
to be ashamed to make such reckless state-
nents.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am delighted to
huve an opportunity for making a few home-
thrusts, particnlarly when they ave long
overdue. The Mpin Roads Board insist
that the snb-contractor must work the men
only 44 hours per week. Do yon, Siv, know
what is oceunrring? The local authorities
are working under a 48-hour week and are
puying their men the basic wage. Then
the Main Roads Board, through no politics\
influence at all, only the A.W.U. influenee,
say to the suh-contractors, ¥ You must work
vour employees only 44 hours per week,
aud must pay them 6s. over and above the
basie wage.”

The Minister tor Railways: Do not you
believe in that for your distriet?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am only saying

what the Government are doing. Hewe
we have the local anthority working
in  accordanec with established econdi-
tions, and the Main Roads Boawrd

come 2long and let a tender for £1,000 or
£2000. So we have two sets of
men working side hy side, one set working
fur the basic wage, while the other set gets
(ix. over and above that rate; one set work-
ing a 44-hour week, and the other set work-
ing a d8-hour week. That is trne, and
catmat he refuted.

The Minister for Lands interjeeted.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am sorry I did not
caleh that remark. 1 do not think it wasg'
a very nice one. Now I want to touch on
group settlement. While, perhaps, 1 shall
not say a great deal, I cannot confess to
very much admiration for the Minister in
charge of group settlements. The group
~ettlers, to a great extent, are very
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well satisBed with their reclassification.
They helieve that the new classification will
give them an opportunity to make good.

The Minister for Lands: Reclassification
or revaluation?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Revaluation and re-
classification at the same time. They be-
liecve it wili give thetn an opportunity to
make good. From my experience, and I
am speaking for my particular distriet, I
think they have a wonderful opportunity.
No matter what has been said abount group
setllement in the past—and we all believe
a greut deal of money has heen wasted on
it—this hoard, to my mind, bas got right
down to tin tacks, and the Agrienltural
Bank, after taking over the settler with
his statutory morvtgage and his agrieultural
mortzage—well, the settler has a chance.
The settlers have put wp a recommenda-
tion. They are quite pleased with the whole
thing, and 1 think it would not do any harm
if [ read this to the House; beecause it will
show what the settlers’ impressions are re-
garding what has been done. The secretary
of the Group Settlers’ Assoeiation writes
to me as follows:-—

Dear Siv, T enclose herewith a eopy of a
letter sent to the Minister for Lands, together
with n detailed seheme for the liquidating of
our statutery mortgage account and eapital
ieeount. T aw instruected also to seml copies
to Sir Jawmes Mitehell and A, Thomson, Esq.,
Ms. L A, with the hope that the threc of you
may usc your imfluence to have this scheme
sppreve-d,. We dave given this mateer very
grave consideration, und we are of the opin-
ion that the ““scheme,’? as set out, is the right
one.  We stroogly oppose any extension in
the repayment of our stajutory mortgage ae-
count.  Any extension only means additional
mterest payments, which means a large sum
over the extemded peried. Tun asking for a
free of interest period and a graduated in-
terest period on our capital aceount, our
selieme gives in exchange a five-year shortened
maturity, and commences five years earlier
in repayments of principal. ‘This should com-
pensate for any earlicr concessions. We also
ask for a muxhnum rate of 614 per cent, in-
terest on ¢apital account.

T feel safistied that if the Minister will give
that the consideration it deserves—

The Minister for Lands: You told me this
afternoon you did not believe in that.

Me, J, H. SMITH: No. I said I thought
the sottlers themselves were foolish, becaunse
they were doing something against their own
interests. The Minister is making an abso-
lute misstatement when he says that T said
I did not helieve in it.
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The Minister for Lands: But you told
me in conversation that you did not believe
in it,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I spoke to the Min-
ister for about two seconds, asking him if
he had got the letter. If the Minister says
I told him I did not helieve in it, he tells
a damned lie.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
her will withdraw that.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: Yes, I withdraw it.

The Minister for Lands interjected.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: I am not endeavour-
ing to say anything about conversations. I
am merely asking the Minister to helieve
that there is a great deal in it that is
worthy of his consideration. If the Minis-
ter thinks T am making propaganda out of
something about which T am fully entitled
to speak, I ask, does he never attempt to
make propaganda when trying to pat his
side of a case? Does he want to stand on
a pedestal and ehallenge anybody to knock
him off it? Ts he, like the Premier, want-
ing to stand on a pedestal and dominate
over all that he sees and hears?

The Premier: Talk sense.

Mr. J. I, RMITH: 1 must be talking
a lot of nonsense, for [ am getting a large
number of interjeciions.

The Premier: We are exhibiting a lot of
patience towards vou.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: 1 am trving to put
up my case in the hest manner that I ecan,
T think it ts up to members on this side to
put up a ense and not let the Government
ride rongh-shod over them, not lot the Clov-
ernment say, “You fellows sit down. Youn
have nothing to do with the business of the
country.” However, T have this cireular
here, and T was only by way of sayine that
T thouht it represented the honest opinion
of a section of the settlers down there, and
that perhaps the Minister would get some
satisfaction from it and perhaps would fnd
that their ideas coincided wilh his own, and
that instead of putting the bank rates into
operation it might be better fo work it
from that basis. T do not want to put up
any propaganda when dealing with the
group vettlemeuts, for it is no{ necessary.
Now T have another grievance, to do with
the water sapply. This affects the Minister
in c¢harge of eountry water supplies, as it
concerns the Bridgetown water scheme.
Whoever heard of a scheme that has re-
turned a rrofit of £36 this year and yet is
rated up to the full maxinumn price of 3s.

The hou. mem-
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in the ponnd? If it showed a loss of
£20,000, £15,000 or £10,000 the Minister ha-
no authority, under the Aet, to rate higher
than » maximum of 3s. in the pound. Yet
hecause we have in Bridgetown a scheme
that originally was established to serve
the railway and two streets in  the
town, and has been extended and so bas
built up a littte lom~, we have to pay the
maximum of 3s. in the pound. That loss
has been steadily reducing over a number
of years, and to-day the scheme shows a
eredit balanee of £36. Nevertheless, when
we come to the Minister for a reduction, he
says, “Yes, when you have wiped out that
other €109, the balance of the old debt, I
will consider it next year. You can come
hack next year like good little children and
we will then reduce your water rate to Zs.
6d.” T have heen looking into these things,
analysing some of these water schemes, and
the least T can say about the Minister is
that he is very hard indeed and very unfaiv
and  unjust over the Bridgetown water
scheme.

The Minister for Agriculfural Whater
Supplies: As soon ns you reduce your ac-
cumulated debt, you will met a reduetion in
the rate :

My, . TE SMITH: It is a seandalous
thing that we should have to pay 3s. in
the pound on a scheme in respeet of which
we are already paying interest and sinkiy
fund. But the Minister puts that clean ont
of his mind, forgets all about it, and lets
it drift away. He will not remember that
we are paying full iaterest and sinking
fund, and that in another 13 years the
scheme will have been patd off. That is lo«t
=ight of by the Minisler, as is also the faet
that the scheme shows a profit for this year.
Yet he says that our rate cannot be reduced.

The Minister tor Asricultural Water
Supplies: If vou zhow n profit of £36 pev
annum for the next three years, you will
have wiped off your defivit and will then
pet a reduetion in rates.

Mr. J. H, S8MITILI: Another thing that
affects my district to day, that may not do
#0 to-morrew, is the town of Greenbushes
ond its surroundings. There again we see
the nigzzardliness of this Government, their
paltry cheese-paring in an effort to save a
few pounds. Greenbushes is a very im-
portant eentre and has produced a great

deal of wealth,  Over ¢1000,000 worth
of tin has bheen oextracted from Green-
hushes, while the TLard knows what



[13 Aveusr, 1929.] &

value in fruit and timber has been
taken out of Greenbushes. Over a period
of 30 years the place has employed an im-
mense number of men. Butl to-duy, because
the mining industry at Greenbushes is slack,
just as it is in all other districis, the Gov-
ernmeni are cheese-paring in an endeavour
to save £80 per annum. For many vears
past Greenbushes hasx enjoved the wusual
conveniences that were its due, but now the
(Government say, “We are going to shitt
vour law courts and your mining vegistrar
into Bridgetown and so save €80 a year.”
[s pot that a peculiar attitude? Ts not
that a cheese-paring policy for any Gov-
ernment to adopt? For the sake of €8¢
a veur they are going to do uway with the
Joew] eourt and wiih (he mining regisirar
al (freenbushes and pnt to no ead of in-
convenience  the  farming  conunnnity
throwghout the distriet right to Balingup
and Kirnp. Why any Government shounld
do such a thing passes my understanding.
\WWith the redistribution, Greenbushes will
he no longer in my electorate, but if the
people of that town will accept my ad-
vice, the member for Collie, in whose dis-
trict they will in tuture be included, will
he challenged at the next election. When
I zo to Greenbushes T will say to the
people, “Tow ean voun possibly vote for a
GGovernment that ireated you in this slov-
enly wanner? They say vou shall not enjoy
{he privilezes vou have enjoved for the last
30 vears, and all for the sake of a palivy
£80.7 1 suppose it will cost £40 by way of
payment to get the policeman to do the
registrar’s work.  The Government, in
effect, say, “We cannot afford to pay that
£80.”

Mr. A. Wanshrough: Is that the salary?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The registvar was
taken from Greenhushes on aceount of there
not being sufficient business, but a man is
sent from Bridgetown. The cost was £80
a vear. 1 feel that T could continue for
another howr or two howrs castigating and
peinting ont the blemishes and shott-sight-
edness of the present administration. In
the interests of this country I believe that
the sooner a change of Government takes
place, the better it will be. T believe the
Premier would now go to the extent almost
of cutting off his right hand for having
signed the TFinanecial Agreement. That
agreement, to my mind, has proved a blot
on the history of Western Australia. The
Premier has budgeted for a eertain amount
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of lonn money. OQOwing te the Financial
Agreement, whieh, by his usnal persuasive-
ness and oratorial powers, he succesded in
gulling members of thisy House to pass,
notwithstanding that some members on this
side of the House poinfed out what an in-
Jury it would do fo Western Australia, that
injurs has been done tv the State, and I
teel sure the Premier now agrees with me.
Western Australia enjoyed the position of
being able to go to the london and other
ninrkets in order to borrow money. To-day
there is a Loan Council in Eastern Austra-
lia ¢omposed of State I’remiers and repre-
sentatives of the Commonwealth who decide
what is necessary in the way of loan money
for the development of Australia. [ do not
think my railway has been included in that
amonnt, though I had hoped it would be.
The Loan Council stated their requirement«
at £33,000,000, but we find that the Com-
monwealth authorities are not such big
guns as they thought they were. They have
been rebuffed; c¢he ameount proposed
for this year has beer reduced and
we have to accept a propootionate redue-
tion which will probably mean our reeceiving
in the neighbourhood of & millio~ below our
anticipated requirements. What i the Pre-
mier going to do about that? Goodness
knows the position was bad enough without
that eut in loan money! I repeat, whut is
the Premier going to do? As 2 last ro-
quest, T ask the Premier, who is Minister
for Forests, and the Minister for Lands 1o
endeavonr to seenre greater eco-ordinatior
between the Vorests Department and the
Lands Department. This is g big question
ta the South-West portion of the State.
Land for agrieulture is as the life-hlood of
the South-\West,

The Premier:
now ?

Mr, J. H. 8MITH: [ am making one
last appeal, though 1 believe the Premier
is =0 hard-hearted that he will not listen
to it. T ask the Government to hnve g Te-
clarsification made, apd not allow the Min-
ister for Forests to go bludgeoning along
and riding roughshod over agrieulture,
which is the backbone of this country. The
Minister for Forests is going to dedicate an-
other million acres for forestry, I do not
think the Minister for Lands will tolerate
that for a moment. Had the Minister for
Lands been here at the time, I do not think
that dedication would ever have been made.

What are yon back to
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A reclassification should be made, though I
realise that can be done only by Act of
Parliament, 1f a reclassification were made,
as the deputation to the Premier requested,
it would be in the best interests of the
State.

On motion by the Minister for Lands, de-
hate adjourned.

- House adjourned at 9.32 p.m.

Tcgislative Council,

Wednesday, 14th Auwgust, 1929,

PAOR

Questions : Blate Iosurance Office o 808
Bulldin, ponsibi]lr.y for a.ulet.y .. 308
Address-ln-reply, ninth day ... e 808

The PRIESLDENT touk the Chair at 4.30
p.nt., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE INSURANCE
OFFICE.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN asked the Chief See-
vetary: 1, Have ihe figures supplied on
Thursday last, relating to the Workers' Com-
pensation Act, been audited? 2, In the
figures quoted has any provigion been
made for losses whith may oceur ander
polieies =till current? 3, What was the
amount of premiums reeeived from Gov-
ernment departients in respect of all in-
surapees contracted with the State Depart-
ment %

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
The books are at present being audited. 2,
Yes, 3, €85,15]1 6s. 1d.

QUESTION—RBUILDINGS, RESPONSI-
LITY FOR SAFETY.

Hon. H, SEDDOXN asked the Chief See-
retarv: 1. Which Government department
is responsilile for the examination and ap-
proval of the construelion of buildings in
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which the poblic assemble, such as theatres,
churches, and balls? 2, Has this responsi-
bility recently been changed from one de-
partment and placed under an official in
another! 3, If so, has the department for-
merly responsible g.ven its full approval
to the eonstrunction and safety provision of
buildings erected since the date of trans-
fer? 4, Are the Government fully satisfied
that all reasonable provision has been made
for public safety in such buildings?

The (‘HIEK SECRETARY replied: 1,
The Publie ITealth Department is still
legally responsible, althongh in practice
this responsibility has now been taken over
by the Principal Architect of the Public
Works Department. 2, Yes, 3, Approval
in respeet of the construction of public
bnildings in now given by the Principal
Architect instead of by the Commissioner
of Public tlealth. 4, Yes.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Ninth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[4.33]: Before touching upon onc or iwe
matters epntained in the Speech before us,
T shounld like to join in the felicitious
ereetings which have been exiended to you,
Mr. President, by previous speskers, and
olso in the expressions of gratitude con-
veyed by them to you on the work yom
did on behalf of the State during your ab-
sence. We realised that Wesiern Austra-
lia would profit by your sojourn in the
great ventre of the Empire which you re-
cently had the privilege of visiting, In
this we ean sny we were not disappointed.
We learned from the columns of the Press
und other sources that by your able pen ant
vonr gifts and power of speech you
sought to stimulate a keen interest in this
State, and particularly in our centenary
celebrations. At the same time vou took
the opportunity afforded you on many oe-
cosions to disseminate valuable information
rezarding  the history of Western Aus-
tralia, and the great opport-nities open to
thnse competent and willinz to undertake
the ardnous work necessuvily nassociated
with life on the land. Tt is interesting for
us to record in connectinn with the cen-
tenary celehratinns that we have in this



